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NEWS RELEASE [insert date]

Contact: [name, phone and e-mail address]

When It’s a Matter of Health and You Need to Know
Here’s a scenario too many have encountered or may encounter sometime in their lives. A loved one has just been diagnosed with a serious illness. It’s come as a total shock to you and your family. A very radical course of treatment has been recommended, and you are desperate to learn more about the illness and the treatment options. You also want to identify and locate another doctor who can offer a reliable second opinion. 

You need to find accurate and reliable information quickly, and you know most libraries have access to online resources about health issues.
Only one problem - you don’t have a library card. Did you know as a local resident you can get a library card for [your library’s name] online? Your library is participating in a new service called Get a Library Card Online (GALCO) offered through the New Jersey State Library. Here’s how it works:

[Town name] residents can go to Q&ANJ.org or JerseyClicks.org online and click on the Need a Library Card option. The individual resident completes an online application requiring a valid street address. After the application is submitted electronically, the resident will receive a temporary library card number good for 14 days to use online resources such as JerseyClicks.org and Q&ANJ.org provided by the New Jersey State Library. 

Within the 14 day period, [your library name] will mail a permanent library card with information about the library. Only a library card is needed to access online resources, but the cardholder will need to bring identification just for the first time he or she borrows materials from [library name].
“GALCO is a great way [town name] residents can get a library card and gain access to all the online resources we offer. They’ll also have the card for when they do have the time to visit and borrow materials from [library name],” emphasized [insert your library director’s name or insert a quote in place of the above statement].

New Jersey State Librarian Norma E. Blake noted, “The State Library is pleased to provide patrons of [library name] with an easy way to get a library card and use all of the wonderful information services we offer through local libraries like [your library].”
With the library card, a resident can use JerseyClicks.org, a valuable research tool which offers access to over 3.3 million full text articles from newspapers, magazines, journals and books – all free of charge to the individual user. JerseyClicks also Reference USA where you can find information on medical practices and businesses in general.
A card holder can also use Q&ANJ.org when needing help with a specific research topic or question. QandANJ is a 24 hour online information service staffed by professional librarians from around the state with whom you can chat online in real time. The librarians will direct you to good sources of information on your research question or topic. Combining the speed of the Internet with the savvy of professional librarians, QandANJ.org is among the busiest statewide web-based information services in the United States.

All you need to access these valuable services and others is a valid library card available with GALCO. For additional information contact [insert your library’s name and phone #].
GALCO is funded in whole or in part by the New Jersey State Library which is responsible for the coordination, promotion and funding of the New Jersey Library Network. 
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