
NEW JERSEY STATUTES ANNOTATED

TITLE 40. MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES

CHAPTER 33. LIBRARIES

ARTICLE 1A. REGIONAL LIBRARIES

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.3. Establishment by joint agreement

Any 2 or more counties may, by joint agreement adopted by similar resolutions of their
boards of chosen freeholders, provide for the establishment and maintenance of a regional
library for the use and benefit of the residents of the municipalities within said counties.

L.1962, c. 134, § 1.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.4. Provisions of agreement

The regional library agreement shall provide for:

(a) the establishment and maintenance of a regional library upon the approval of such
agreement by such counties as the agreement shall provide;

(b) a proposed initial budget for the regional library;

(c) the apportionment of the initial, annual and other appropriations for the regional library
among the participating counties and the factor or factors upon which such apportionments
shall be based;

(d) the withdrawal of any participating county from such agreement, the termination of the
regional library and the apportionment of all assets and obligations of the regional library
among the participating counties in the event of such withdrawal or termination;

(e) the number and initial terms of the members of the board of trustees of the regional
library within the limits set forth in this act; and

(f) such other matters not inconsistent with the provisions of this act as may be necessary or
desirable to accomplish the objectives of this act.

L.1962, c. 134, § 2.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.5. Amendment of regional library agreement; filing copy

The regional library agreement may, from time to time, be amended or supplemented by the
adoption of similar resolutions by all the boards of chosen freeholders of the participating
counties. A copy of the original regional library agreement, of any amendments or



supplements thereto and of the resolutions approving such agreement, amendments or
supplements shall be filed with the State Librarian and with the Director of the Division of
Local Government.

L.1962, c. 134, § 3. Amended by L.2001, c.137, § 51.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.6. Resolution; public inspection; publication

Upon the introduction of a resolution approving such agreement, or any amendment or
supplement thereto, such resolutions, agreement, amendment, or supplement shall be and
remain on file for public inspection in the office of the clerk of the board of chosen
freeholders. Such resolution shall be published at least once 2 weeks or more before final
consideration and passage in a newspaper published in the county or having a substantial
circulation therein.

L.1962, c. 134, § 4.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.7. Board of trustees; membership; appointment; vacancies; compensation

The regional library shall be under the management and control of a board of trustees to be
designated as "the trustees of the.....(names of the participating counties) regional library" or
by other appropriate designation. The board of trustees shall consist of 1, 2 or 3 members
from each of the participating counties, as provided in the agreement. The trustees shall be
appointed by the respective boards of chosen freeholders for 5-year terms ending on
December 31. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term only. No trustees shall be
appointed to more than 2 consecutive 5-year terms. Trustees shall serve without
compensation.

The initial terms of the trustees shall be so fixed in the joint library agreement to insure that
no 2 terms of the trustees appointed from any one county shall expire in the same year, and,
as nearly as may be, that the least possible number of terms of all the trustees shall expire in
the same year.

L.1962, c. 134, § 5.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.8. Organization of board; officers; term of office

The board of trustees shall organize annually and elect, from among its members, a president
and vice-president. It shall also appoint a treasurer and secretary. The treasurer may be
treasurer of one of the participating counties. All officers shall serve for 1 year and until
their successors are elected.

L.1962, c. 134, § 6.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.9. Boards as body public and corporate; powers



The board of trustees shall be a body public and corporate and may:

(a) sue and be sued;

(b) adopt a corporate seal;

(c) hold in trust and manage all property of the regional library;

(d) acquire and dispose of any real and personal property, including books and all other
library materials, by purchase, sale, gift, lease, bequest, device1 or other similar manner for
its corporate purposes;

(e) employ and fix the compensation of a library director, to whom it shall delegate the
administrative responsibilities of the library, and such other professional librarians and other
employees it deems necessary;

(f) adopt rules and regulations and do all things necessary for the proper establishment and
operation of the library;

(g) contract with other counties, municipalities, library boards of trustees and other agencies
for the furtherance of its purpose; and

(h) invest any funds in the same manner as the governing body of a municipality is
authorized by law to invest moneys held by it.

L.1962, c. 134, § 7.

1Probably should read "devise".

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.9a. Regional libraries; voter registration forms and instructions to be
displayed and supplied

The director or other chief administrative officer of each regional library established under
the provisions of P.L.1962, c. 134 (C. 40:33-13.3 et seq.) shall:

a. cause copies of the voter registration forms and instructions furnished under subsection f.
of section 16 of P.L.1974, c. 30 (C. 19:31-6.4) to be displayed at the principal and any
branch location of that library and to be made available to each person who, when appearing
in person at such location, may wish,on a voluntary basis, to register to vote;

b. provide for the continuous supply of the forms and instructions specified in subsection a.
of this section to each such principal or branch location; and

c. provide the forms and instructions specified in subsection a. of this section in both the
English and Spanish languages to each library which provides services under any program
administered by the library which is located in any county in which bilingual sample ballots
must be provided pursuant to R.S.19:14-21, R.S.19:49-4 or section 2 of P.L.1965, c. 29 (C.
19:23-22.4).



L.1994, c. 182, § 37.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.10. Annual reports

The board of trustees shall make annual reports to the boards of chosen freeholders of the
participating counties, to the governing bodies of such municipalities with which it has
contractual arrangements to provide library services and to the boards of trustees of public
libraries within such municipalities.

L.1962, c. 134, § 8.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.11. Proposal of sum required for operation and expenses; objections;
determination

The board of trustees shall annually, not later than November 1, propose to the boards of
chosen freeholders of each of the participating counties the total sum required for the
operation and other expenses of the library for the ensuing calendar year, including such
sums proposed for the acquisition of lands or buildings or the improvement thereof, and that
part of this total sum to be provided by each such county in accordance with the method of
apportionment provided in the regional library agreement. If any board of chosen freeholders
shall object to the amount or apportionment so proposed, the director thereof shall confer
with the directors of the boards of chosen freeholders of the other participating counties and
with the board of trustees. If, thereafter, any such director of a board of chosen freeholders
shall object to such amount or apportionment, the matter shall be referred by said respective
directors to their boards of chosen freeholders for determination. Such determination shall be
made on the basis of fairness and equity, to promote the objectives of this act and the terms
of the regional library agreement and to insure the public interest.

L.1962, c. 134, § 9.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.12. Assessment and levy of taxes

Each board of chosen freeholders shall certify to its county board of taxation the sum to be
provided by that county as certified or determined pursuant to section 8 of this act. The
county board of taxation shall apportion such sum, in accordance with the provisions of
section 54:4-49 of the Revised Statutes, among the municipalities within that county served
by the regional library pursuant to the regional library agreement. The amounts thus
apportioned shall be assessed, levied and collected in each such municipality in the same
manner and at the same time as other county taxes are assessed, levied, and collected. Each
such county shall pay over the sum so collected, in quarterly installments on February 15,
May 15, August 15 and November 15 of each year, to the treasurer of the regional library.

L.1962, c. 134, § 10.

N.J.S.A.



40:33-13.13. Duties of treasurer; annual audit

The treasurer of the board of trustees shall receive and hold, in behalf of the board, all funds
of the library and shall pay out or transfer such funds, as directed by resolution of the board
of trustees, by check signed by him and countersigned by the president of the board of
trustees or other trustee or trustees designated by the board of trustees. The treasurer shall
give adequate bond or bonds, conditioned for the faithful performance and discharge of his
duties, payable to the board of trustees and to the participating counties, in an amount or
amounts required by the board of trustees. All accounts and financial transactions of the
regional library shall be audited annually by a registered municipal accountant of New
Jersey and filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government on or before May 31.

L.1962, c. 134, § 11.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.14. Agreements with municipalities not served by regional library

The board of trustees may enter into agreements with the governing body of any
municipality which is not then served by the regional library to increase or improve the
library services available to the residents of said municipality or to the residents of the
municipalities then served by the regional library. Any such agreement shall specify the
services to be rendered by the regional library and by the municipality and the amount and
nature of payment of any consideration for such services. Any municipality may enter into
such agreements with the board of trustees for periods of not more than five years and may
renew such agreements for like periods.

No such agreement shall be concluded (a) without the approval of the boards of chosen
freeholders of the counties participating in the regional library and, (b) in the event that the
municipality maintains a municipal public library, without the approval of the board of
trustees of such library. Such agreement may be amended and supplemented, from time to
time, and a copy of such agreement, amendments and supplements, together with resolutions
of the board of trustees approving such agreement, amendments and supplements, shall be
filed with the State Librarian and with the Director of the Division of Local Government.

L.1962, c. 134, § 12. Amended by L.2001, c.137, §52.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.15. Disposition of revenues

Money paid to the regional library for lost or damaged books or other library materials, for
use of "pay" or "rental" collections and for the sale of library books or other library property
shall be held by the board of trustees and spent only for the purchase of books or other
materials or for the replacement of library property.

Fines, nonresident fees and other miscellaneous revenue received by the regional library
shall be turned over to the treasurers of the participating counties in proportionate shares as
stipulated in the regional library agreement or in accordance with the apportionment of
annual appropriations set forth therein. Each board of chosen freeholders of the participating



counties may, by resolution, reappropriate the sums so received to the board of trustees, in
addition to the other moneys appropriated for regional library purposes.

L. 1962, c. 134, § 13.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.16. County library commission; termination; assets and obligations

Upon the establishment of a regional library, the terms of office of all members of any
county library commission of any participating county shall terminate. The assets and
obligations of any such commission and of the county library under its supervision shall
devolve upon such county, unless otherwise provided in the regional library agreement.

L.1962, c. 134, § 14.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.17. Regional library as "public agency or organization" within the Public
Employees' Retirement Act

Any regional library established pursuant to this act shall be deemed a "public agency or
organization" as that term is used in the Public Employees' Retirement Act (P.L. 1954, c.
84)1 and as defined in section 71 of said act.2

L.1962, c. 134, § 15.

1Section 43:15A-1 et seq.
2Section 43:15A-71.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-13.18. Withdrawal of participating county

If the board of chosen freeholders of any participating county shall determine by resolution
to withdraw its participation in the support, maintenance and control of the regional library,
it shall give notice thereof to the boards of chosen freeholders of other participating counties
and to the board of trustees of the regional library. The directors of all boards of chosen
freeholders participating in the regional library and the board of trustees shall confer as soon
as practicable for the purpose of reaching an agreement among the participating counties as
to the time and method of withdrawal by such county, the use of the library facilities
thereafter, the adjustment, apportionment, accounting for, settlement, allowance and
satisfaction of the rights and liabilities in or with respect to any property, obligations or other
matters or things connected with said library and any other matters relating to the regional
library. If said boards of chosen freeholders shall be unable to agree as to the terms and
conditions of such withdrawal, the matter shall be referred by the board of chosen
freeholders of the county which has adopted a resolution to withdraw to the Director of the
Division of Local Government for determination on the basis of fairness and equity, the
objectives of this act and the regional library agreement, and the public interest. Upon final
approval of the resolution or determination by the Director of the Division of Local
Government, the participation of the county in the support, maintenance and control in the



regional library shall terminate in accordance with the terms of the withdrawal agreement or
determination.

L.1962, c. 134, § 16.

ARTICLE 2. LAW LIBRARIES

N.J.S.A.
40:33-14. Law library; maintenance; purchase of books; maximum expenditures to be
fixed annually

The board of chosen freeholders may maintain at the courthouse a law library for the use of
the courts held in the county, and for that purpose shall purchase such reports and statutes of
the United States, the State of New Jersey and other States and countries and such textbooks
as may be designated by the assignment judge of the Superior Court. The amount so
expended shall not exceed the sum fixed annually by the board of chosen freeholders.

As amended, L.1953, c. 37, p. 650, § 61; L.1954, c. 250, p. 917, § 1; L.1991, c. 91, § 380.

ARTICLE 3. FREE COUNTY LIBRARIES, REORGANIZATION

N.J.S.A.
40:33-15. Morris County; reorganization of free county library; resolution

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the board of chosen freeholders of any
county having a population of not less than 350,000 nor more than 450,000 according to the
1970 Federal census which has established a free county library under chapter 33 of Title 40
of the Revised Statutes may, by resolution to be effective January 1, 1978, reorganize the
free county library pursuant to the provisions of this act in order to provide library services
for the use of all residents and inhabitants of the county.

L.1977, c. 300, § 1.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-16. Definitions

As used in this act:

a. "First level services" means services provided by a free county library which are
coextensive with those provided by free public libraries established pursuant to chapter 54 of
Title 40 of the Revised Statutes which may include but are not limited to over-the-counter
borrowing, story-telling and bookmobile programs; and, in addition, the following services
provided by the free county library to local libraries: material acquisition and processing,
book allowances and book rental services.

b. "Second level services" means specialized services provided to all residents of a county by
the free county library which supplement services provided by free public libraries and
services provided by a free county library to all public libraries, school libraries, industrial,



commercial and other special libraries in the county which are designed to assist and
strengthen such libraries. Second level services shall include but not be limited to
inter-library loan, in-library use of materials, reference and reading guidance, provision of
photocopy at cost, compilation and publication of a union list of periodicals and the
coordination of cooperative county wide services.

L.1977, c. 300, § 2.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-17. County library commission; members

The "county library commission" in such counties shall consist of seven members. On or
before the effective date of such reorganization, the board of chosen freeholders shall
appoint the two additional members to the commission, for terms of 4 and 5 years
respectively, who are residents of municipalities which only receive second level services
from the county library, one of whom who has previously served as a trustee of a free public
library. All future appointments to the commission shall be made for terms of 5 years, except
for appointments to fill vacancies occurring on the commission which shall be filled for the
unexpired term only. All future appointments shall be made in such a manner as to maintain
at least one director, or his designee, from a municipal free public library or joint library
which receives only second level services from the free county library, one member, or his
designee, of the governing body of a municipality which receives only second level services
from the free county library, a trustee of a municipal free library which receives only second
level services from the free county library, and three members who are residents of
municipalities which receive first level services from the free county library.

L.1977, c. 300, § 3.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-18. Proposal of operational amount for ensuing calendar year

The county library commission in such counties shall annually, not later than November 1,
propose to the board of chosen freeholders the total sum required for the operation of the
library for the ensuing calendar year and identify that part of the total sum which will be
used for second level services.

L.1977, c. 300, § 4.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-19. First and second level services; annual determination of amount for
maintenance; certification; apportionment; assessment, levy and collection;
appropriation for second level services

Following the passage of a resolution to reorganize the free county library pursuant to the
provisions of this act and annually thereafter, the board of chosen freeholders shall
determine a sum sufficient for the maintenance of first and second level services at the
county library. The sum to be raised for first level services shall be certified by the board of
chosen freeholders to the county board of taxation, which shall apportion such amount



among the municipalities receiving first level services.

The amount thus apportioned to each municipality for first level services shall be assessed,
levied and collected in the same manner and at the same time as other county taxes are
assessed, levied and collected therein. The sum to be raised and appropriated for second
level services shall be raised and appropriated by the board of chosen freeholders in the
same manner as moneys are raised and appropriated for other county purposes pursuant to
the Local Budget Law (N.J.S. 40A:4-1 et seq.).

L.1977, c. 300, § 5. Amended by L.1985, c. 240, § 1.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-20. Municipalities; continuation of receipt of services from free county library;
exceptions

Municipalities receiving benefits from the free county library prior to the adoption of a
resolution by the board of chosen freeholders to reorganize the free county library pursuant
to the provisions of this act shall continue to receive first and second level services from the
free county library, except as provided below. On or before September 30 of the year
following the reorganization of the free county library pursuant to the provisions of this act,
the governing body of any municipality which maintains a free public library and receives
first level services from the free county library may, by resolution, notify the county library
commission of such county that it will withdraw from participation in the first level services
of the free county library to be effective January 1 of the following year. On or before
September 30 of the second year following the reorganization of the free county library
pursuant to the provisions of this act, and every third year thereafter, the governing body of
any municipality which maintains a free public library, receives first level services from the
free county library and is in the first third of an alphabetical list of the municipalities in the
county may, by resolution, notify the county library commission of such county that it will
withdraw from participation in first level services of the free county library to be effective
January 1 of the following year. On or before September 30 of the third year following the
reorganization of the free county library pursuant to the provisions of this act, and every
third year thereafter, the governing body of any municipality which maintains a free public
library, receives first level services from the free county library and is in the second third of
an alphabetical list of the municipalities in the county may, by resolution, notify the county
library commission of such county that it will withdraw from participation in first level
services of the free county library to be effective January 1 of the following year. On or
before September 30 of the fourth year following the reorganization of the free county
library pursuant to the provisions of this act, and every third year thereafter, the governing
body of any municipality which maintains a free public library, receives first level services
from the free county library and is in the remaining third of an alphabetical list of the
municipalities in the county may, by resolution, notify the county library commission of
such county that it will withdraw from participation in first level services of the free county
library to be effective January 1 of the following year. The governing body of any
municipality may, by resolution, on or before September 30 in any year, except as otherwise
specifically provided hereinafter, notify the county library commission that it will receive



and support first level services to be effective January 1 of the following year. In the event
any municipality is a party to a joint library agreement pursuant to Article 2 of chapter 54 of
Title 40 of the Revised Statutes,1 in the year prior to the reorganization of the free county
library, such notification may be given in the first 4 years following said reorganization only
if the governing body of the other municipality party to such agreement consents thereto, or
upon the condition that such agreement shall remain in force for the said 4 years. In the
event that any municipality is a party to a contract for full library services with another
municipality in the year prior to the reorganization of the free county library, such
notification may be given in the first 4 years following said reorganization only if the
governing body of the other municipality party to such agreement consents thereto, or if the
municipality providing library services pursuant to the agreement is unwilling to renew the
agreement for the next year for an amount less than 5% above the amount provided for in the
current agreement.

L.1977, c. 300, § 6.
1Section 40:54-1 et seq.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-21. Report of effectiveness of second level services

Within 18 months following the reorganization of the free county library pursuant to this act,
after consultation with all the libraries in the county, the county library commission shall
submit a report to all the municipalities in the county which evaluates the effectiveness of
the second level services provided by the free county library and indicates what action it will
take to improve such services in the forthcoming year.

L. 1977, c. 300, § 7.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-22. Application of provisions on free county libraries

All free county libraries reorganized pursuant to the provisions of this act shall be governed
by the provisions of article 1, chapter 33, Title 40 of the Revised Statutes insofar as they are
not inconsistent with the provisions of this act.

L. 1977, c. 300, § 8.

N.J.S.A.
40:33-23. Consideration of increase in county tax levy to fund second level services for
purposes of calculating permissible expenditures

In the first year in which a free county library is reorganized pursuant to the provisions of
this act, the amount which the county tax levy is increased to fund second level services
provided by the county library shall not be considered as part of the county tax levy for the
purposes of calculating permissible expenditures for that year pursuant to P.L. 1976, c. 68
(C. 40A:4-45.1 et seq.), however the amount which the county tax levy is so increased in
that first year shall be considered as part of the county tax levy for the purposes of
calculating permissible expenditures pursuant to P.L. 1976, c. 68, for the following year and



every year thereafter.

L. 1977, c. 300, § 9.

Last updated: March 15, 2000.


	Local Disk
	New Jersey Library Laws


