How NJKI benefits Public Libraries

NJKI Overview: The New Jersey Knowledge Initiative (NJKI) provides New Jersey’s entrepreneurs, small business owners, researchers and students access to millions of top science and technology journal articles and key business information. NJKI is designed to spur economic growth and strengthen high-tech initiatives by providing free, unlimited and convenient access to high-end, proprietary resources in the fields of science, medicine, technology and business. This is information not available for free on the Internet or at bookstores. The $6 million, state-funded program is the first of its kind in the nation. 
The New Jersey Knowledge Initiative was developed under the leadership of State Librarian Norma E. Blake. It is a coordinated effort by the New Jersey State Library (NJSL), the New Jersey Library Association (NJLA), the New Jersey Virtual Academic Library Environment (VALEnj) and the New Jersey Library Network under the guidance of the NJ Regional Library Cooperatives: Central Jersey, Highlands, INFOLINK and South Jersey.
The Databases: Resources target both the needs of small businesses as well as New Jersey’s fastest-growing industries – biochemistry, engineering and computers. 
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Who benefits from NJKI: Small companies, researchers and entrepreneurs in New Jersey competing globally in the fields of biotechnology, high-tech, and other science- and medical-related industries, colleges and universities statewide, legislative staff and state agencies served by the New Jersey State Library, and the more than 2,000 member libraries of the New Jersey Library Network and the people they serve.

NJKI Supporters: Legislative Champions include Governor Jon Corzine, State Senator Wayne Bryant, State Assemblyman Louis Greenwald and Congressman Rush Holt. More than 100 small businesses signed up to use NJKI in its early offering. Additionally, the following members of the business community have endorsed the New Jersey Knowledge Initiative: 

NJ Business & Industry Association 

NJ Business Incubator Network
NJ Economic Development Authority 

NJ Science & Technology Commission
NJ Small Business Development Council 

NJ State League of Municipalities
Mercer Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Princeton Chamber of Commerce

Southern NJ Development Council

What NJKI means for Public Libraries: Through the Knowledge Initiative, libraries will have an expanded role in economic development in New Jersey.  Libraries are uniquely positioned to offer the Knowledge Initiative program because, not only can libraries deliver the resources, librarians are skilled to train customers in their use. 

The Knowledge Initiative also provides a practical model for New Jersey libraries of all sizes to use to develop future funding as they work to improve their own resources. 
