NJKI major talking points:

1) Hundreds of small high tech companies and biotech startup companies across New Jersey need current information to compete successfully in the marketplace: to monitor research and product development worldwide, gather competitive intelligence, track clinical trials, identify funders, find and attract highly skilled workers, and to develop winning proposals and business plans. As these businesses succeed and grow, they create high-paying jobs that are critical to the state’s economy. 

2) Through the leadership of the Legislature, particularly Senator Wayne Bryant and Assemblyman Louis Greenwald, and with the support of the Governor, the FY 2005 Appropriations Act included a new appropriation of $6 million to the New Jersey State Library in order to implement the NJ Knowledge Initiative on a statewide basis.
3) NJKI supports NJ’s economic development by giving small high-tech businesses free access to expensive, proprietary databases where this information is published.  [list of databases]

4) NJKI databases cover targeted areas of economic development in NJ, including  biotechnology, medical research, pharmaceuticals and current clinical trials. The information they provide is not available for free over the Internet or through bookstores
5) NJKI supports our state’s goal to maintain and expand its highly-skilled workforce by expanding science and business resources available to students, faculty and staff at 50 academic institutions.

6) NJKI supports continuing professional education and career development statewide by providing all residents with access to fulltext business journals, company data, and academic journals needed to update work skills and sustain a worker’s competitive advantage.
7)  NJKI was made possible by the advocacy and hard work of the NJ Library Association, NJ VALE academic libraries, and the four regional library cooperatives that comprise the NJ Library Network: Central Jersey Regional Library Cooperative; South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative; Highlands Regional Library Cooperative and INFOLINK.
8) The State Library will administer the Knowledge Initiative by working with small, start-up companies, business incubators, colleges and universities and public libraries.  KI was developed to build an information infrastructure in NJ for small businesses, researchers, students and teachers. It was developed with the support of EDA, the Small Business Development Centers, the Business Incubator Association, the League of Municipalities, NJBIA, the Governor’s Commission on Science and Technology, the Southern NJ Development Council and numerous Chambers of Commerce and other business entities. 
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