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East Orange Public Library Awarded State Library Grant
Library will use $16,800 for literacy program.
The New Jersey State Library recently announced the East Orange Public Library is one of 11  recipients awarded a NJSL Literacy Grant. The State Library is awarding a total of $200,000 in grants to New Jersey libraries to develop literacy skills in local communities throughout the state. 

[If you would like to add a quote from your library director, place here]

East Orange Public Library will use its $16,800 to establish a literacy initiative to build the capacity of ESL/ESOL student for increased skill development and civic engagement.  These classes will target adult Haitian immigrants who lack basic literacy skills by using real life materials that students need to master in order to participate more openly and fully in their communities. The classes will utilize technology to teach literacy skills. With improved literacy and more confidence in accessing community services, students may seek to establish their citizenship. The library will collaborate with the Haitian American Initiative Toward Integration (HAITI), a community-based organization with a legal and educational focus.

In general the NJSL is awarding the grants to assist public libraries in starting, strengthening or expanding programs in areas such as family literacy, financial literacy for immigrants or teens, English as a second language and English for speakers of other languages. 

The funded programs may involve one-on-one or group literacy instruction, but the main factors the State Library considered in awarding the grants included pilot projects that demonstrate innovation and a local commitment to sustain funding for the project beyond the state grant period. The State Library sought projects which can serve as models for other libraries to replicate. It also gave preference to projects in which the local library is directly involved in running the program as opposed to merely contracting out the work to a third party, like a volunteer literacy group.

“The State Library has long recognized the important role public libraries play in helping New Jersey residents to get the help and training they need to improve their literacy skills. In a state with as diverse a population as New Jersey, the need to address literacy skills is even greater. Census figures show that more than twenty five percent of New Jersey’s population speak a language other than English at home. Clearly these literacy programs answer a need as New Jersey moves into the 21st century,” commented New Jersey State Librarian Norma E. Blake”

[insert quote from Kathi]

The New Jersey public libraries awarded literacy grants include: Bernardsville Public Library, Carteret Public Library, East Orange Public Library, Gloucester County Library, Jersey City Free Public Library, Kinnelon Public Library, Newark Public Library, Plainfield Public Library, Somerville Public Library, Vineland Public Library and Westwood Public Library.

These literacy programs are made possible in whole or in part by a Literacy Grant from the New Jersey State Library, an affiliate of Thomas Edison State College, with funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services through the Library Services and Technology Act.
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