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VWit man Si gns Legi sl ati on Expanding Medicaid Eligibility for the Disabled

Governor Christie Whitman today signed legislation that will enable | ow and
noderate i nconme people with disabilities to return to work or enter the
wor kpl ace without fear of losing their Medicaid benefits.

A- 2606, sponsored by Assenbly Menbers Carol Mirphy (R-Essex/Morris/ Passaic)
and Francis Blee (R-Atlantic) and Senators Robert Singer
(R-Burlington/ Monmout h/ Ocean) and Peter Inverso (R-Mercer/ M ddl esex),

i npl enments the federal "Ticket to Wbrk" program which allows people with
disabilities to earn up to 250 percent of the federal poverty |evel yet
still retain Medicaid health coverage. Previously, people with disabilities
| ost Medicaid eligibility if their inconme exceeded 100 percent of the
poverty | evel.

"For too long, many people with disabilities faced a Hobson's choice: forget
about working or forget about health coverage," said Witman. "Taking a job
t hat pays above the federal poverty level has neant forfeiting Medicaid

eligibility, and many have found it inpossible to obtain private coverage."

"That's not right. As | said in ny budget speech back in January, we
shoul dn't penalize soneone who wants to work and take a step toward
financi al independence," the Governor continued.

Two hundred and fifty percent of the federal poverty limt is an annua
i ncone of $20,875 for an individual and $28, 125 for a couple, however sone
people with inconme | evels greater than those may qualify.

Under federal regulations, half of an individual's earnings are disregarded
in the determnation of eligibility for Ticket to Work, although al
benefits an individual receives, such as Social Security incone, are
considered. So an individual with an annual incone up to $41, 750 and a
famly of two up to $56,250 could qualify if all income cones from sal ary.
The cost of coverage will be determined on a sliding inconme scale
established by the Commi ssioner of Human Servi ces.

The budget proposal allocates $750,000 in state funds -- plus $750,000 in
federal funds -- in Fiscal Year 2001. The funding is expected to double in
Fi scal Year 2002.

Medicaid is a state and federally funded health care programthat serves
about 670,000 | ow-incone, aged and di sabl ed New Jersey residents.






