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Governor Body Slanms Extrene Westling
Violent "Entertai nment" Subject to Regul ation

Governor Christie Wiitmn today signed |legislation that will place
restrictions on extrene westling. Noting the gruesonme nature of the
"entertainment” form Whitman said the new | egislation will prevent children

from attendi ng and bei ng exposed to the violence that is comonpl ace during
the events.

"Extreme wrestling goes beyond all sensibilities," said Governor Wit nman.
"But it will no longer go beyond the law in the State of New Jersey so | am
pl eased today to sign legislation that subjects extreme westling to

regul ation by the State Athletic Control Board."

"Extreme westling is vile, vulgar, and violent. Never let children think
that this is acceptable or appropriate behavior. W need to give our Kkids
uplifting nmessages, and this isn't one of them" Whitman conti nued.

A- 2304, sponsored by Assenbly Mnority Leader Doria (D-Hudson), Assenbly
Speaker Collins (R-Sal enf Cunberl and/ G oucester), Senate President

Di Francesco (R-M ddl esex/ Morri s/ Somerset/ Union) and Senator O Connor
(D-Hudson), provides for the regulation of extreme westling by the State
Athletic Control Board (SACB).

"Extreme westling is a grotesque and depraved activity," said Assenbl yman
Doria. "It's not entertainment. It's blood sport with no redeening val ue for
our children."

"The chall enge here was to protect legitimte professional westling while
giving the state and nmunicipalities the |Iegal nmeans to control the violent
sport of extrene westling," said Doria. "I applaud the Governor's speedy

response to this comercialized formof brutality.”

The legislation requires extreme westlers and their pronoters to be
licensed by the SACB. Pronpters nust obtain permits prior to holding any
extreme westling event. In addition, the bill prohibits anyone under the
age of 18 fromattending the shows. Pronpters nust also notify the director
of public safety in a nunicipality where they want to have an event at |east
20 business days prior to the event. Public Safety officials have 15

busi ness days to approve or reject the event based on public safety or
public health concerns.

Any extrene wrestler or pronoter who fails to adhere to these regul ations
woul d be subject to a civil penalty of no | ess than $5, 000.



