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Acting Governor Donald DiFrancesco Signs Bill Permitting
Victimsto Give Videotaped Statements at Parole Hearings

Acting Governor Donad DiFrancesco today signed legidation a the Ocean County Prosecutor's Office
that will dlow victims of serious crimes to give videotaped statements for airing at parole hearings.

"Thisnew law will provide victims and families with an additiond tool by which to demondrate to the
Parole Board Pand the impact that a crime has had on them persondly or on the victim's family,” said
Acting Governor Donad DiFrancesco. "Aswe dl know, there are some emotions, thoughts and ideas
that are best conveyed through the spoken medium, and now victims and their families will truly be able
to have their voices heard.”

Under previous law, victims of first and second degree crimes and family members of murder victims
were able to give a satement to the Parole Board regarding how the crime has impacted their lives.
While the law did not specificaly permit videotaped statements, the Parole Board has alowed such
actionsin the past.

Meanwhile the bill does not impact on the rights of defendants, who can il dispute the victim's
datement at the hearing.

Thelegidation, A-2144, was sponsored by Assembly Members James W. Holzepfd (R-
Monmouth/Ocean) and Marion Crecco (R-Essex/Passaic).



