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suggests House Speaker Robert Ogden as the target of outrage. The object of
popular resentment because of his refusal to sign the resolves of the Stamp
Act Congress which had adjourned on October 24, Ogden was, according to
Robert R. Livingston of New York, “burnt in Effigy in aimost all the Towns of
East Jersey” and elsewhere in the province (Livingston to ?, November 2,
1765, Livingston Papers, Bancroft Collection, New York Public Library, Astor,
Lenox, and Tilden Foundations). Cognizant of the hostile climate of opinion,
Ogden promptly resigned his seat in the assembly when the legislature met on
November 26. Of course the demonstration went beyond condemning one man;
it was also intended to serve as a warning to anyone who dared openly support
the Stamp Act.

New-Brunswick, October 29, 1765

This morning, on an eminence in this city, was hung the effigy of a wretch, who
on a late solemn occasion, subtilly procured himself an employment, and at once
shewed the wickedness and dirtiness of his head, and the vileness and rancour of his
heart, by basely betraying that important trust. ..." Papers denoting his horrid
crime were affixed to his breast, and from his mouth hung labels expressing such
words and sentiments, as may well be supposed to come from the lips of such an
abandoned miscreant in his last moments. The Figure is to hang all day, and in the
evening will be attended by all true sons of freedom, to a funeral pile erected on the
common, where it will be reduced to ashes, amidst the acclamations of the beholders.

May such be the fate of every vile traitor, in whatever sphere they move! may
they live despised! die unpitied! and if they are remembered, let that remembrance
only increase the detestation of posterity.

This signal act of justice, (tho’ we own the object almost too low for resentment)
will however, we think, evince to the neighbouring colonies, that neither the dirty
insinuations of pimps and pandars, nor the frowns of power, have been as yet, able to
extinguish the spirit of liberty in the province of New-Jersey.

1. Ellipsis in the original newspaper account.

10 Copy of a Letter from Trenton in New Jersey

[Dartmouth Papers, 100, Staffordshire County Record Office, Stafford,
England.]

Neither author nor recipient of the letter has been identified. The writer
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