
I am truly excited about what the future holds for the children of this state. 

Our new core curriculum standards mean that every New Jersey student in every 
classroom in every school in every district in this state is going to learn what he or she 
needs to succeed in the next century -- every student. 

The development of a rigorous core curriculum is the bedrock of our efforts to 
improve education in New Jersey. Some have said these standards will lead to a 
"dumbing down" of education across our state. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Let me show you something. This is the new curriculum framework for the 
mathematics part of our standards. Not for all seven standards -- just for math. 

Here's the type of problem every seventh grader should be able to solve. The 
Giants and the Eagles are in a playoff game. If the probability of the Giants defeating the 
Eagles in an individual game is 40 percent. what is the probability that they will win a 
three-game playoff? If you're wondering, it's 35.2 percent. 

And high school juniors will have to understand things like the difference 
between linear and quadratic models so they can move ahead to calculus . 

There will be a guide like this for each of our seven core curriculum subjects. I 
invite anyone who doubts our commitment to excellence to study this book and then tell 
me we are "dumbing down" our schools. 

And not only have we established rigorous standards in science, math, English, 
and social studies. we have also included other subject areas that reinforce these 
disciplines. 

Let me use the arts as an example. This subject is, by itself, an important part of 
a well-rounded education. But it also bolsters the rest of the curriculum. 

Innovations in science , for instance. require the kind of creative thinking that is 
fostered by the arts . Counting the measures and beats in music, learning to work within 
the parameters of six-eight time, or drafting the lines to create a vanishing point in a 
painting all employ skills taught but not necessarily applied in math classes. 

After all. isn't that the point of a good education -- learning how to apply 
everything one learns to a variety of situations? 

Our education plan also recognizes that everything one learns in school doesn't 
have to come from within the walls of the building. 
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Our strong commitment to distance learning means that children studying the 
women's suffrage movement will be able to view original documents at the Library of 
Congress. Children who want to speak German could study with a class in Frankfurt. 
And children could even supplement their science labs by conducting experiments at the 
Liberty Science Center. 

I'd like to take a moment to show you how this really works. 

I've asked three students from the Trenton schools, Devina Clayton, Ashley 
Johnson, and Ezequiel Rosado, to join us on a field trip today to learn about the Jersey 
shore. 

Let's go to Liberty Science Center, and meet Dr. Emlyn Koster. 

[Distance learning demonstration with Liberty Science CenterJ 

As you have just seen, distance learning holds exciting possibilities for our 
students -- and their teachers. That's why we are proposing $50 million for this effort in 
the coming year. 

The same kind of ingenuity we just saw is building creative, innovative programs 
to help our at-risk students. 

To enable children in low-income communities achieve high standards, we are 
creating a team at the Department of Education. This group will help develop and 
disseminate some of the best ideas being used and tested in schools around the nation. 
It's called the Demonstrably Effective Program Resource Team. Through this effort, we 
will make certain that every good. effective idea is available to help every at-risk student. 

Not only do our education reforms benefit students, they also empower parents. 
They give them the information they need to make sure their schools are doing right by 
their kids. 

And our reforms have given them the option of starting schools in their 
communities to meet a particular need. 

So, today I am happy to announce that we are awarding 17 charters to authorize 
the creation of innovative schools. established under the law I signed last year at this 
podium. 

Charter schools ret1ect the energy and creativity of the people of this state. I wish 
each of you could read the proposals we have received from all over New Jersey. They're 
exciting! 
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In Camden, parents, school district employees, and board members have worked 
with other community leaders and Rutgers University to develop a charter school that 
will focus on math. science, and technology while teaching the rest of the curriculum. 
The Project LEAP Academy Charter School for kindergarten through eighth graders will 
strive to make students active , involved, self-motivated learners. 

And in Newark, the North Star Academy Charter School will rely on innovative 
teaching and strong parental involvement to create a ground-breaking educational 
experience for students in grades 5 through 8. Focusing on the State's rigorous, new 
academic standards, the Academy will lengthen the school day and year to give students 
more time for learning. 

I'm happy to say that two of the creative forces behind these innovative schools, 
Gloria Bonilla Santiago from Project LEAP and James Verrilli from the North Star 
Academy, are here with us today. J applaud you both. 

These are just two examples. There are 15 more creative, energetic ideas that will 
be transformed into reality because of our charter school initiative. 

I have no doubt that the innovation, creativity, and energy we have unleashed in 
every area of education will truly enable us to see the day when terms like "special needs 
district" become obsolete. 

And that day will come, not just because government willed it, but because you, 
the people of New Jersey, helped make it happen. 

People like Reverend Reginald Jackson and Reverend Calvin McKinney and the 
members of the Black Ministers Council. They saw a need and moved to fill it on their 
own, without waiting for government -- or anyone else -- to act. Through their new 
Adopt-a-School program. African-American churches are uplifting children in their 
neighborhoods. 

Students at participating schools are provided a safe, secure place to get help with 
their homework. And the congregations are shepherding their progress, reviewing report 
cards, and making sure their students are working hard and getting the most out of school. 
Reverend McKinney is here today . He and his colleagues are exactly who I mean when I 
talk about the energy of our people. 

Of course. our concern for New Jersey's students doesn't stop when they graduate 
from high school. That is why today I am proposing the creation of the New Jersey 
College Savings program -- a new way to help parents save as much as they can for their 
children's education. 
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The interest earned on investments made through our College Savings program 
will be federally tax deferred. and we'll change New Jersey law so you won't pay one 
penny in state taxes on it. Now, the day your child -- or grandchild -- is born, you can 
start saving for his or her education. 

During the course of my remarks, I have talked about unleashing the energy of 
our people. There is one group, however, whose energy does nothing to contribute to the 
success of New Jersey. They are the criminals who prey on the law-abiding people ofour 
state. 

In partnership with the Legislature, we have done much to enhance and promote 
the public safety. We have enacted new statutes, including Megan's Law, the Cops' Bill 
of Rights, and Three Strikes and You're In. 

Under Megan's Law, more than 3,500 convicted sexual predators have been 
registered with the appropriate authorities. Knowledge is power, and giving parents the 
knowledge they need gives them the power to protect their children. So we will continue 
to defend Megan's Law every time it is challenged -- all the way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court if necessary. 

Now that the Cops' Bill of Rights is the law in this state, cop killers will either be 
put to death or kept behind bars for life with no parole . We owe at least that much to our 
men and women in blue. 

And we have recently locked up fer life the first person sentenced under our 
"Three Strikes" legislation. His incarceration should serve as a warning -- New Jersey 
will not coddle criminals. 

But just as there are some in our prisons who should never see the light of day, 
there are others whose punishment should include giving something back to the 
community. To do that, we will put more non-violent offenders to work than ever before . 
We call our new program "Paying Communities Back." 

Before the year is out, I expect that every law-abiding New Jersey citizen will see 
a welcome sight -- well-supervised groups of non-violent offenders cleaning our 
highways, parks, and other public areas. It's only right that criminals help pay their debt 
to society by working for the public good. 

Of course. to win the fight against crime we must conquer substance abuse. 

A person whose mind is clouded by drug or alcohol abuse is someone whose 
potential talents and contributions are being lost to our one family. What is more tragic 
than the sight of a teenager, stoned on drugs, staring blankly into space when they should 
be looking into a future filled with possibilities? 
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Last fall, I announced our comprehensive strategy for fighting drug and alcohol 
abuse. Every comer of our state -- from the suburbs to the farms to the inner cities -- will 
know that we are deploying law enforcement the tools of public awareness and 
education, and the energy of community action in this battle. 

Among other things, our plan calls for severe punishment for adults who conspire 
with a juvenile to deal drugs, increases penalties for drug dealers who put police officers 
at risk through boobytraps, and forbids dealers arrested in open air drug markets from 
returning to the scene of the crime . This is one fight we cannot afford to lose -- and with 
tough measures like these, we won't. 

Members of the Legislature: we have not been reluctant to take on -- together-­
the difficult challenges. We had to act boldly . And we have. 

By almost any measure. the people of New Jersey are better off than they were 
just three years ago. 

But, we still have challenges ahead of us. 

My administration will continue to attack one of the toughest problems state 
government has ever faced -- auto insurance. We. have made a good start, including 
solving the billion dollar MTF debt crisis and increasing the number of carriers writing 
policies in New Jersey to create more competition. But this hasn't immediately translated 
into lower rates. 

For more than twenty years, the State felt that only government knew what kind 
of insurance was best for New Jersey drivers. As a result of years of control from 
Trenton, New Jersey has the highest auto insurance rates in the nation. 

Of course. as the most densely populated state in the union and the most litigious, 
we will never have the lowest rates. But that doesn't mean we have to have the highest. 

Getting insured to drive on New Jersey roads shouldn't drive you around the bend. 

That's why today I'm announcing our comprehensive proposal to lower the costs 
of auto insurance to the motorists of this state. We call our plan Consumers' Choice. 

We will empower drivers to decide for themselves what insurance coverage they 
need. 

Our reform will give them true choice. They will be able to select from four 
policy options. 
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The first option -- and the least expensive -- is called the Economical Choice 
Policy . By choosing this option. the typical New Jersey driver could expect to save up to 
25 percent on the cost of a full automobile policy. 

The second option is called the Scheduled Benefit Policy. Consumers choosing 
this option should also see their premiums drop. 

Our third option is named the Serious Injury Threshold policy. Much like what 
motorists have today, this policy would also carry lower premiums by tightening the 
criteria by which motorists can sue. 

And the fourth option is called the Lawsuit Recovery Policy. Just as the name 
suggests, this would be the most comprehensive policy available. 

Our options cover the full range of choices -- from eliminating a driver's ability to 
sue for pain and suffering to allowing unlimited access to the courts. It will be up to you 
to decide what you need. Now, at last you will have a real choice. 

In addition, we propose new measures that will aggressively attack fraud. 
Cheaters and frauds cost all of us. By some estimates, auto insurance fraud adds more 
than $150 a year to the average family's premium. So we will help attack this crime 
through a new "800" number to report suspected fraud. 

And big insurance companies will have to do their part too. We will make certain 
they comply with the fraud act. If they don't. we'll hit them with a $25,000 penalty for 
each and every violation. 

We also plan to eliminate rate flex increases and to reform the 2 for I non-renewal 
rule to provide relief for good drivers from being dropped by their insurers without 
reason. 

Of course, auto insurance reforms should embody the principle of fairness. That's 
why I am calling for any comprehensive auto reform package we enact to include the 
elimination of the surcharges. 

Motorists should only have to pay a hundred dollar speeding ticket once -- not 
fifteen more times in surcharges to an insurance company. It's simply not fair. 

We look forward to working with the legislators who have made auto insurance 
reform a top priority -- Assembl y Speaker Collins. Senators Cardinale and Scott, and 
Assemblymen Garrett and Bagger. 

Make no mistake -- enactin g true auto insurance reform will not be easy. 
Powerful special interests are already mobilizing to preserve the status quo. But if they 
want a fight, we'll give it to them. 
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• My proposal is about choice. Giving consumers choices so they can decide what's 
best for them. Not trial lawyers. Not insurance executives. And not any of the others 
who have found the current system so lucrative. 

Let's put motorists back in the driver's seat. 

For three years, America has watched New Jersey lower taxes , reduce 
government's appetite for spending, and let the people of our state make their own 
decisions and control their own lives . 

Our state is stronger. Our economy is growing. 
finally are on the road to true excellence. 

Our taxes are lower. Our schools 

And soon , we will conclude our year-long, bipartisan effort to replace our failed 
welfare system with a plan. WorkFirst New Jersey, that will promote self-sufficiency-­
not dependency. 

Fellow citizens, we in New Jersey have every reason to be proud . Proud of who 
we are -- the many faces of our one family. 

Proud of an environment that includes some of the most wonderful beaches, lakes, 
and countryside found anywhere. 

Proud of a government that listens to the people and recognizes their right to 
make their own decisions. 

And proud of the creativity, talent. and energy that make this a dynamic state . 

As we look ahead to what we can achieve in the coming months, our vision must 
stretch as far as the eye can see. There is. after alL no limit to what the people of this 
state can accomplish. 

We are leaders. Everywhere you look you see places where New Jersey is setting 
the standard. I am proud that New Jersey is truly showing the nation what a difference a 
state makes. 

Ifwe continue to lead. if we continue to move forward as I know we can, then we 
will truly enrich our great state in the months and years ahead . 

We will live in a New Jersey where everyone works , where all of our children 
receive the finest education. where we are safe in our homes and on our streets. where we 
can breathe clean air and drink clean water. where people admire the vibrancy of our 
cities. and where we fully celebrate the varied tapestry of our rich history and heritage . 

So let us continue down the road to this better tomorrow. 
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And let us make this important journey together. 

Thank you. 
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