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April 2015 

To the Trustees of Public Libraries of New Jersey, 

Thank you for your commitment to New Jersey’s libraries, and for serving your 

community as a library trustee. This Trustee Manual offers a wealth of 

information to assist you in your responsibilities.  Whether you are a new or 

experienced trustee, you will find something in these pages to help you better 

understand your role as a trustee or county library commissioner. 

In the years since this manual was first issued, much has changed in the way 

libraries operate and interact with their communities.  Trustees are there to help 

guide their institution through these transitions, and the many changes to come, 

and to make sure that the library remains a vibrant community hub serving all 

populations seeking resources. 

This manual has been organized into organized sections on the primary 

responsibilities of your position.  In addition to clear chapters outlining your 

major roles and responsibilities, you will find links to supplemental resources on 

the New Jersey State Library’s website, and appendices of core documents. 

Please remember that this manual is meant to be a general guide, one that you 

will reference time and time again.  Use the information in this manual as a 

springboard for discussion.  Your particular situation may call for a different 

response, so please do not hesitate to call the New Jersey State Library for 

consultation.  

May your term as a trustee be personally rewarding for you.  Thank you again on 

behalf of New Jersey’s libraries for your service as a trustee. 

Best wishes, 

Mary L. Chute 

State Librarian of New Jersey 
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