
ARE YOU:
ON PAROLE?

ON PROBATION? 
ON SUPERVISED RELEASE?

MAXED OUT?
If so, this program is for you.

FRESH START
@ YOUR LIBRARY

Reconnecting Returning Citizens with 
their Communities at Public Libraries

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG/FRESHSTART

This is This is youryour fresh start. This is  fresh start. This is youryour journey.  journey. 
WE ARE HERE WE ARE HERE TO ASSIST YOU.TO ASSIST YOU.

This program is supported with funds provided 
by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, 

administered by the New Jersey State Library.

PEGGY CADIGAN, MLS
Deputy State Librarian 

New Jersey State Library
pcadigan@njstatelib.org

609-278-2640 ext 113

JONDHI HARRELL
Program Manager 

jharrell@njstatelib.org
Office: 609-278-2640 ext 176

Mobile: 609-847-9829

NICOLE L. WARREN, LSW
Social Worker

nwarren@njstatelib.org 
Office: 609-278-2640 ext 180

Mobile: 609-847-9420

SARAH SWIDERSKI, MSW
Social Worker

sswiderski@njstatelib.org
Office: 609-278-2640 ext 170

Mobile: 609-847-9273

Fresh Start Your Library

@

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG

Now it’s time for a... 

NEED A FRESH START? LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARY CAN HELP!

More than 600,000 people are released 
from state and federal prisons every year and 
hundreds of thousands more are released 
from local jails. This means more people 
than ever are leaving the prison systems and 
returning to their families and community.

Returning citizens often have a difficult 
time transitioning, primarily because of a 
lack of employment.

Fresh Start @ Your Library aims to prepare 
individuals for successful re-entry into 
the workforce. 



Participating libraries will provide the 
following services to returning citizens:

•  Private one-on-one sessions with a 
social worker

• Referrals to employment opportunities

• Job readiness training

• GED preparation

• Community resource fairs

• Job fairs

Participating Libraries:

•  Long Branch Free Public Library*

•  Free Library of Philadelphia*

• Atlantic City Free Public Library

•  Cumberland County Library 

•  The Newark Public Library

•  Paterson Free Public Library

•  Trenton Free Public Library

*Grant partners

JUST RETURNED 
HOME FROM 

AN INCARCERATION? 
You’ve done your time... 

now it’s time for a Fresh Start!

#MyFreshStart   #MyJourney   #MyLibrary

The New Jersey State Library is proud to partner with the New Jersey State 
Parole Board and the New Jersey Department of Labor & Workforce 
Development to offer a re-entry program at select New Jersey public libraries.
Returning citizens can access the following services at participating libraries:

•  Community resource fairs featuring various social service organizations, 
local nonprofit organizations, and government agencies.

•  On-site social workers will evaluate the needs of participants and provide 
referrals to community resources, including job opportunities, job skills training and enrichment 
classes offered by participating libraries.

•  GED preparation assistance and academic skill building software will be available for those 
preparing to take the exam. Qualifying applicants can take the GED exam without charge.

• Fresh Start @ Your Library will host its own statewide job fair for returning citizens. 

FRESH START
@ YOUR LIBRARY

FIND A JOB. FURTHER YOUR EDUCATION.

Fresh Start Your Library

@


