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THE WONDER OF WEEDS
 Good Weed Bad Weed by Nancy Gift

 Bueneza and Maleza

 How to rate good from bad

Location

Attractiveness

Benefits

Level of aggression

Control methods

Your level of toleration



THE BIRTH OF WEEDS
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WINTER:
CHICKWEED

SPRING:
o WILD GARLIC
o GROUND IVY
o BUTTERCUP
o WILD STRAWBERRY

o DANDELION

o VIOLET

o WOOD SORREL

SUMMER:
o CLOVER

o MOSS

o PLANTAIN

o PURSLANE

EARLY FALL:
o LADY’S THUMB

o DAYFLOWER

GOOD WEEDS 



CHICKWEED

Stellaria media

-Low growing winter annual

-Leaves are in pairs along stems

-Tiny white 5-petalled flowers 

that look like ten petals

-Attracts pollinators and birds

-Provides protective ground

cover in winter

-Adds P,K, and M to soil

-Mulch or hand weed

-Edible in spring salads
5
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Photo: KY
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WILD GARLIC

Allium vineale

-Early spring perennial

-Grass-like with rounded 
hollow leaf 

-In the lily family

-Dig up whole plant with root 

and bublets

-Ignore and mow

-Garlic odor; all parts edible
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extension.umd.edu
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GROUND IVY

Glechoma hederacea

-Early spring perennial

-Round scalloped leaves

-Square stem-mint family

-Roots itself along its path

-Small lavender flower provides bee nectar

-Used as a hops alternative in Northern Europe

-Easy to hand pull

-Leaves are edible
(plants.ces.ncsu.edu)
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Rutgers Un.



BUTTERCUP

Ranunculus spp.

-Early spring perennial

-Shiny buttery-yellow flowers

-Attractive to pollinators and people

-Toxic to grazers and humans

-Pull or mow regularly to suppress

8
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WILD STRAWBERRY*

Fargaria virginiana

-Native spring perennial

-5-petaled white flowers 

-Small berries in midsummer

enjoyed by birds and small mammals

-Pollen & nectar enjoyed by bees & early insects

-Low growing plant runs along the ground

-Use frequent pulling 9

Photos: J. D’Appollonio, UMaine



DANDELION

Taraxacum officinale

-Spring perennial 

-Leaves in a rosette

-Large brilliant yellow flower

-White seed heads

-Roots make tea/coffee substitute

-Flowers brewed into brandy-like wine

-Flowers are edible

-Spring leaves are nutritious

-Excellent nectar and pollen for beneficials

-Remove with dandelion removal tool

(extension.msu.edu)
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Cornell Cooperative Extension



COMMON BLUE VIOLET

Viola sororia

-State Flower!

-Spring perennial

-Deep green spade-shaped leaves

-5-petalled flowers blue, combos;

other species (yellow or white)

-Prefers shade to partial shade

-Flowers are edible

-Non aggressive spreaders

-Attracts pollinators

-Can be dug out, but why bother

(cornell.edu)
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Anneli Salo

plants.ces.ncsu.edu



WOOD SORREL

Oxalis stricta

-Summer annual

-Leaves are 3-parted and 

resemble clover

-5-petalled yellow flower

-Attracts pollinators

-Hand pull
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Purple wood sorrel, Oxalis triangularis

psu.edu



CLOVER:

Trifolium repens (white)

T. pratense (red)
T. hybridum (alsike)

-Summer perennial with 3    

leaflets, oval with white 

band in an arc

-Contributes nitrogen to soil

--Attracts honeybees

-Mulch if needed 
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The Spruce

Photo: Andrey Zkarkikh

ncsu.edu 

clemson.edu
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MOSS**

many species

-Low growing perennial 

evergreen groundcover

-Cleans air, prevents erosion,

provides habitats

-Vinegar kills moss and 

neighboring plants

-Prefers moist compacted soil

- Remediate compacted soil

14 Photos:KY



BROADLEAF PLANTAIN*

Plantago lanceolata

-Perennial

-Slender leaves grow in a rosette

-Tough veins, seems fibrous

-Flower stalk sports a tufted flower

head; fun to twist off the head and catapult

-Attracts pollinators

-Hand pull, smother, mow before it flowers and sets seeds

-Loves compacted soil

-Edible leaves

(plants.ces.ncsu.edu)
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Kurt Steuber
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PURSLANE (common)

Portulaca olereacea
-Summer annual

-Low lying succulent leaves

-Purplish cast to stems

-5-petalled flowers open on 

sunny morns

-Attracts pollinators

-Wildlife food source

-Loves dry, sandy, gravelly soil

-Easily pulled up

-Edible and nutritious leaves, 

used in soups and salads

(extension.psu.edu)
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hort.extension.wisc.edu



DAYFLOWER*
Commelina communis

-Early fall annual

-Prefers full or part shade

-2-petalled blue flowers 

-Flower lasts for one day

-Flexible green stems

-Attracts pollinators

-Originally a cultivated 

garden flower, long history

-Mow or hand pull when young
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plants.ces.ncsu.edu



LADY’S THUMB
Polygonum pennsylvanicum

-Early fall annual

-White or pink clusters 

along stem tip

-Beneficial nectar for 

small wasps and bees 

-Native Americans used it medicinally

-Control by mowing, weed whacking, hand pulling18

naturalmissouri.blogspot.com



BAD WEEDS
HAIRY BITTERCRESS

GARLIC MUSTARD

CRABGRASS

JAPANESE KNOTWEED

JAPANESE STILT GRASS

POISON IVY

FOXTAIL

RAGWEED



HAIRY BITTERCRESS, Cardamine hirsuta
-A winter annual

-In the mustard family

-Tiny "hairs" on its leaves and stems

-A basal rosette

-Four white petals 

-Edible nutritious leaves. 

-Ballochory

-”Never, ever let this weed go to seed.”
-Remove when young by

hand pulling, hoeing, or

tillage before seeds set

BAD WEEDS: WINTER

(extension.psu.edu)
Photo: KY

extension.psu.edu



GARLIC MUSTARD

Alliaria petiolata

o Wildly invasive perennial

o White 4-petalled flower

o Smells of garlic when crushed

o Edible to humans

o Not liked by deer

o Pull by hand or mow it before 

seeds set

BAD WEEDS: SPRING

(extension.umn.edu)

Photo: Dave Jackson

extension.psu.edu



CRABGRASS, Digitaria sanguinalis

o -Summer annual

o -Wide-bladed grass

o -Flowering stalks

o -Forage grass for livestock

o -Loves lawns

o -Corn gluten works in early spring

o Use crabgrass rake for lighter infestations

o Cultivated as a grain in other countries

BAD WEED: SPRING

u.osu.edu

plant-pest-advisory.rutgers.edu



JAPANESE KNOTWEED, Polygonum cuspidatum

 Perennial invasive weed

 Spade shaped leaves

 Up to15’ stalks

 White small flowers on top

 Benefit to honey bees

 Hard to control when 
established, but can be mowed 
repeatedly in lawn and easily 
pulled when young

BAD WEED:SPRING

Photos: Dave Jackson

extension.psu.edu



JAPANESE STILTGRASS, Microstegium vimineum
 An annual grass

 A prolific seeder

 Small infestations of 
stiltgrass are easily 
pulled, as the roots are 
very shallow 

 Cutting plants off at 
ground level using a 
string trimmer

 Mowing is not as 
effective as string 
trimming

BAD WEED: SPRING

Photo: Dave Jackson

extension.psu.edu



POISON IVY, Toxicodendron radicans

o Perennial vine or shrub

o Leaves, stems, roots 
produce oil that causes 
painful itchy rash

o Hairy stem up tree

o “Leaves of three, let it be”

o Benefits birds with berries

o Goats love it

o Control in spring by 
pulling young ones and 
cutting vines at base

o Wear protection and 
never burn it! 

BAD WEED: SPRING

Photo: Charles T. Bryson, 
USDA Agricultural Research Service

extension.psu.edu



BAD WEED: SUMMER

o Annual grass

o Foxy-looking flower head

o Cultivated in China 4000 

years ago as a grain 

o Self pollinates

o Likes compacted soil

o Hoe, mow, or mulch to 

control

o Out competes crops

GIANT FOXTAIL, Setaria faberi

Erin C. Hill

canr.msu.edu/weeds/extension



RAGWEED, Ambrosia artemisiifolia

 Summer annual

 Lacey and divided leaves

 Nondescript green spiked 

flower

 2-3” tall 

 Causes allergies

 High energy seeds for birds

 Plant removes toxins from soil

 Pull, hoe, or mulch

BAD WEED: SUMMER

u.osu/knoxcountyag



INBETWEEN WEEDS

PROSTRATE KNOTWEED

PROSTRATE SPURGE

NUTSEDGE

BINDWEED



PROSTRATE KNOTWEED, Polygonum aviculare

 Summer annual

 Low growing

 Nondescript flower

 Leaves alternate

 Seeds eaten by birds

 Grows in compacted soil

 Dig up with root

NOT-SO-BAD SUMMER

www.canr.msu.edu



PROSTRATE SPURGE, Euphorbia maculata
 Summer annual

 Low growing

 Leaves opposite

 Some spotted

 Nondescript white 

flowers at leaf base

 Toxic to humans

 Thrive in dry places 
and cracks

 Pull or mulch

NOT-SO-BAD SUMMER

plantscience.psu.edu



NUTSEDGE*, Cyperus sp.

• A sedge with edges

• Yellow or purple flower 

clusters

• Reproduces by nutlets, 

which  are eaten in 

some cultures

• Dig up  in spring when 

small or smother

• Plowing or tilling 

spreads them

NOT-SO-BAD FALL

apps.extension.umn.edu

weedwise.conservationdistrict.org



BINDWEED, Convolvulus sp.

• Perennial vine

• White flowers

• Cousin to morning 

glory

• Arrow-shaped leaves

• Attracts bees

• Repeatedly cut at base

• Harmful to farm 

machinery

NOT-SO-BAD FALL

Photo: Betty Marose

extension.umd.edu



Summary

 Weeds are first and foremost plants with a purpose.

 The designation as a weed is flexible.

 Many are considered wild flowers.

 Many are considered herbs.

 Most weeds attract pollinators.

 Weeds are survivors.

 Many weeds love compacted and poor soil.

 The best defense against lawn weeds is vigorous turf.

 Weeds are fascinating!


