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Genealogy Basics
• Genealogy is the study of a continuous line of descent 

from a single individual (in this case, you) 
• Goal of Genealogy:  to collect birth, marriage, and 

death records (vital records), starting with yourself and 
working your way back. 

• Sometimes the process of locating these records is a 
straight-forward as looking at an index

• Other times, you need to narrow down date ranges, 
locations, bizarre spellings, etc.

• There are two document types that will help you locate 
vital Records:  primary documents and secondary 
resources



Primary Documents
• Official or private records created within a person’s general lifetime
• These include Vital Records, Estate Documents (wills), Land 

Records, Naturalizations, Correspondence
• These should be your top priority, because the informant is likely 

the person themselves or someone who knew them (and thus we 
assume the information provided is accurate)

• You can find many of these items in records repositories such as 
State, County, or Municipal Archives and historical societies

• New Jersey State Library (NJSL) has a limited primary document 
collection including City Directories and Federal and State Census 
records.

• New Jersey State Archives (NJSA) has most official primary 
documents for the State of New Jersey
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have a worksheet and chart describing in detail how to use other primary resources to find the vital record you’re looking for.  Always start with birth, marriage, or death indexes and work from there.



Secondary Resources
• Published items produced a long time 

after a person’s death
• The source usually did not know the 

deceased and may or may not have relied 
on primary documents for research

• Examples:  primary document indexes, 
family histories, and town histories

• Records repositories, libraries, and 
historical societies may have these

• Many published items are also digitized 
and available via: Ancestry, 
HeritageQuest, Google Books, and 
Archive.org

• Be skeptical about the content of 
Family/Town histories produced in the 
late 19th or early 20th century, as they 
don’t always cite their sources

• In NJ this type of resource may be 
especially useful for those with ancestors 
who lived before May 1848.



Useful Primary Document Collections 
at the State Archives

• NJ State Vital Records 
and County 
Naturalizations 

• Naturalizations span 
from the late 18th

century to the 20th.  
• Vital records include 

most New Jersey 
residents for a period of 
170 years.



State Vital Records
• Vital Records are probably the most authoritative source for personal information on your 

ancestors. 
• Very likely the person themselves or a close family member was the informant on the 

document.  
• All NJ Birth Records 100 years old and older (back to May 1848) are available to order 

remotely from the NJSA.  
• Marriages and Deaths May 1848-December 1930 are also available to order remotely.  
• Any Birth records less than 100 years old or Marriages and Deaths January 1931-present 

must be ordered from the NJ Department of Health Office of Vital Statistics and Registry.
• There are searchable indexes on the Archives’ website for Marriages May 1848-May 1878, 

Deaths May 1848-May 1878, and Deaths June 1878-December 1900.  You can check these 
indexes and order the records straight from there.

• Family Search has searchable indexes for NJ State Births May 1848-December 1900 and 
Marriages May 1848-December 1900.

• Ancestry has digitized NJ State Birth, Marriage, and Death indexes 1901-1903.  Reclaim the 
Records has digitized NJ State Marriage Indexes 1901-2016 on Archive.org and Deaths 1901-
2017 (with some gaps), on both Archive.org till 2000, and then in a searchable interface from 
2001-2017 on www.newjerseydeathindex.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Jersey County Marriages are different from State Marriages.  They start either in the 1790’s or when the county was founded.  These records will not contain biographical information found on the state marriage records.  The record is as follows:  “On [date of marriage], I [Official’s Name] married [Bride] and [Groom]”.  County Marriages are digitized and available on FamilySearch.org or at the Archives on Microfilm.

https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/Marriage1867.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex1848.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex.aspx
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675383
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675446


Vital Records May 1848-December 
1900

• Earliest vital records May 1848-May 1878 are 
ledger records (person’s official record is a line 
on a page with several other entries), rather 
than individual certificate records.  

• The records were organized on a May-May fiscal 
year, rather than a calendar year.  

• The Archives has a marriage index May 1848-
May 1878 and a death index May 1848-May 
1878 available. 

• FamilySearch.org has a searchable birth index
which includes state records May 1848-
December 1900.  

• Vital Records June 1878-December 1900 are 
certificate records on a July-June fiscal year.  

• There are two death indexes available on the 
Archives’ website:  May 1848-May 1878 and 
June 1878-December 1900.

• Family Search has a searchable marriage index 
covering May 1848-December 1900.

https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/Marriage1867.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex1848.aspx
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675383
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex1848.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex.aspx
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675446


From the Archive’s main site, you can reach the Searchable Databases by 
clicking the “Searchable Databases and Records Request Forms”.  



How to find New Jersey Vital Records 
Databases on Family Search

From the main page, click search and select catalog.  In the 
Place Name type in New Jersey and select United State New 
Jersey.  A long list of records will appear.  Scroll down to Vital 
Records Indexes.

1

2

3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look for entries that say “Indexes”.  Some of these have online searchable collections available.  



Family Search Index Caveat
• When you’re searching for State Vital Records in Family Search’s 

online NJ Birth, Marriage, or Death indexes, for events that 
occurred from January-June, the correct year of the event is going 
to be one year later than what’s listed.

• This is because the State Records were treated as though they were 
indexed on a calendar year.  (Remember, records May 1848-
December 1900 are organized on a fiscal year!)

• There is a way to verify the correct year of the event by using the 
GS Film Number (GSU number), which is described further on.

• Moral of Story:  Marriage Record May 1848-May 1878 or Death 
Record May 1848-December 1900, visit the searchable databases 
on the State Archives’ website first, because the year will be 
correctly listed, you’ll get a citation for the record of interest, and 
you can order a copy of the record straight from that index.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I don’t expect you to have this memorized!  If you need help, please ask staff members.

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675383
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1675446
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/Marriage1867.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex1848.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex.aspx


John S. Applegate on FamilySearch.org

John S. Applegate on Archives’ Death Index June 1878-June 1897

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NJ Vital Records are organized on fiscal year May-May from 1848-1878 and (July-June) from June 1878-December 1900.  This is to illustrate that FamilySearch often incorrectly identifies the year on NJ State Vital Records May 1848-December 1900 for events in the months from January-June. If an ancestor has a marriage record May 1848-May 1878 or a Death June 1878-June 1897, use the Archives searchable databases, rather than Family Search.  The Archives index will also give a certificate number for easy lookup.  If a record is found on Family Search, use the GSU number to locate the fiscal year of the index and confirm the correct date of the event.



Paste GSU Number into Catalog under Film/Fiche Number

Click on Link (in purple)

Ctrl+F GSU Number on the Search Results page

John S. Applegate died 11 April 1885 (not 1884) based on the dates given on the Index

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a record is found on Family Search, use the GSU number to locate the fiscal year of the index and verify the correct date of the event.  Copy and paste the GSU number into the catalog search screen under “film/fiche number”.  The resulting list will give you the corresponding index information.  So, the index for John S. Applegate is “Deaths Hunterdon [County]-Warren [County] [July] 1884-[June] 1885.  



Vital Records after 1900
• Records after December 1900 are organized by Calendar year (YAY!!!)
• Records after 1903 (except for Deaths 1949-1962, which have an index by 

certificate number) are organized alphabetically by last name (marriages 
by groom’s) within the calendar year.  

• The Archives currently owns birth records 1904-1921 (each January when 
all birth records in a calendar year turn 100, the Archives assumes 
ownership)

• The Archives currently owns NJ marriage and death records 1904-1930
• Reclaim the Records has posted New Jersey Marriage indexes 1901-2016 

on Archive.org and Death indexes 1901-2017 on 
www.newjerseydeathindex.com.

• Ancestry and Family Search have the searchable versions of the Reclaim 
the Records Indexes.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The same indexes listed above are available on microfilm at the State Archives, up to the year limits described in point 4.  If you have relatives who were born (1904-1923), got married (1904-1946), or died (1904-1962) after December 1903 in NJ, start there.  These records are the easiest to use and a great way to get oriented with the microfilm and the State Archives in general!

https://archive.org/details/njmarriageindex
http://www.newjerseydeathindex.com/


County Naturalizations 1790-20th

Century
• There are two parts to a Naturalization:  a Declaration of Intention and a Petition for 

Naturalization. 
• The Declaration of Intention is the first part of the Naturalization process.  It formally 

establishes an individual’s desire to become a U.S. Citizen
• The Petition for Naturalization is filed when a person meets the residency requirements to 

become a U.S. Citizen.  Once the Petition is approved, the individual becomes a citizen.
• Pro tip:  search the Petitions first, because they will have the full application, including the 

Declaration.
• Naturalization Records prior to 1906 give very little personal information about the applicant, 

not even a town of birth
• After 1906, both Declarations and Petitions include a lot of personal information about the 

applicant (and dependents) and may even include a photograph
• If your adult woman ancestor naturalized after 1920 (when women earned right to vote), she 

will have her own application.



Naturalizations After 1920 (for your 
women ancestors)

• In 1920 women citizens in the United States gained the right to vote
• Prior to 1920 when women immigrated to the United States, they 

rarely naturalized by themselves 
• Because they did not have the right to vote, women and children 

were naturalized under a father or husband’s application
• Once given the right to vote, women had to naturalize on their own, 

separate from their spouse.
• How do you know when your woman ancestor naturalized?  After 

1900, check her on the Federal Census, which has citizenship status 
codes (NA=Naturalized, PA= Declaration filed, AL=alien)

• If your woman ancestor is listed as being Naturalized prior to 1920, 
she probably didn’t apply on her own

• If her husband or father Naturalized after 1906, she may be listed as 
a dependent in his application



Where do I find these records?
• Most Naturalization Records are owned and maintained by 

the County Clerk’s offices.
• The State Archives has microfilm copies of many 

Naturalization Records available for in-person use and does 
hold original records for some counties.

• FamilySearch.org may have County Naturalization records 
under the Digitized Images search.  These are browsable, 
not searchable by name.  To find Naturalizations, you’ll 
need to search by place as follows:  [county name] county, 
new jersey (aka Morris County, New Jersey).  When search 
results appear, restrict “Life Event” to “Legal” and then look 
for any categories relating to citizenship or naturalization 
and further restrict.

https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/


Family Search 
“Search 
Images” 
Search Results 
for Morris 
County, NJ

Browsable 
Declaration of 
Intention book, 
1904-1906
Morris County, 
NJ



Catherine Vulku Burlington Co. Naturalization Application, #2872 Oct. 14, 1941



State Library Useful Print Resources 

We have an extensive family history section, which makes up about a 
third of our book collection, plus secondary resources for several other 
states and countries.  In addition, we have newspapers and City 
Directories available on microfilm.  You may search the library catalog 
online for newspapers and books at www.njstatelib.org, or through the 
Genealogy Research Guide.   
• Family Histories are in alphabetical order by last name in the stacks.  Researchers may 

also do a subject keyword search “[surname] family” in the catalog and see all of the 
resources where a particular family name is included.  (i.e., you may find the Abbott 
surname in a White, Strong, or Brown family history book)

• Regionally, we have an extensive collections for New York, Pennsylvania, and New 
Jersey.  These are mostly primary document indexes or record transcriptions

• We also have general United States military resources for pre-WWII conflicts, heraldry 
guides, European and American ethnic resources, religious group resources, and some 
international secondary resources

• Our book collection enables researchers to follow their ancestors’ lives outside of New 
Jersey, especially in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On Rev War pensions, many soldiers never got one, because Congress did not pass a far-reaching pension act until 1819, and the second more widespread one until 1832.  HertiageQuest has them digitized.  Many researchers expect to find personal information in military records, but this is rare.  It’s much more likely to find biographical details in pension files.

http://www.njstatelib.org/
https://libguides.njstatelib.org/genealogynjsl/home


How to Search for Print Materials from 
www.njstatelib.org

On the main page, scroll down to Catalog Searches and Tools.  Click “NJSL 
Catalog” (this will restrict to library owned materials only).  Enter search terms 
and click “search”).  Click Advanced Search to enter the catalog proper and use 
additional search terms.



Useful Research Guides
• The Genealogy Research Guide has all of the 

information I’ve provided here, plus more.
• Includes information about library’s holdings, NJSA’s 

holdings, and County holdings and searchable online 
indexes, plus handouts and information sheets and 
recorded webinars

• The Newspaper Research Guide has our complete 
newspaper holdings for both modern and historic 
newspapers, with breakdowns by county

• The Digital New Jersey Newspapers Research Guide has 
listings of NJ Newspapers available online, either on 
subscription sites or free repositories.

https://libguides.njstatelib.org/genealogynjsl/home
https://libguides.njstatelib.org/news
https://libguides.njstatelib.org/digitized-newspapers


Major Takeaways
• Always start with yourself and find vital records (birth, marriage, and death) for 

each prior generation in order (You, Parents, Grandparents, etc.)
• Remember, the State Archives has digitized searchable indexes for Marriages May 

1848-May 1878, Deaths May 1848-May 1878, and Deaths June 1878-December 
1900.  If you have a marriage or death within these timeframes, use these indexes 
over the May 1848-December 1900 Family Search indexes, because the year will 
be accurate (and you can order the record straight from the index!).

• Ancestry has NJ Vital Records Indexes, Federal Population Census Records (1790-
1940), the SSDI (for deaths after 1934), and the 1855-1915 NJ State Censuses

• HeritageQuest has Rev War Pensions and digitized family and town histories (NJ 
residents can access this via JerseyClicks with their public library card.)

• Family Search has an index which includes NJ Vital Records May 1848-December 
1900, plus the NJ State Censuses, and much more!

• If you need help or instruction from staff members, please ask.  Both 
the Library and Archives staff are extremely nice and knowledgeable.  
We are here to help you 

https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/statewide_services/jerseyclicks/


Thank You!

• Questions?  Contact me at 609-278-2640 x162 
or by e-mail rfitzpatrick@njstatelib.org

• I welcome your feedback for both this 
presentation and the Genealogy Research 
Guide

• Please feel free to drop a line by e-mail to chat 
about your family history!  I look forward to 
helping you research your ancestors!

mailto:rfitzpatrick@njstatelib.org
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