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Today we will…
• Review strategies for:
o Researching after May 1848 (when the 

state began to collect civil vital records-
more personal information about 
individuals)

o Researching before May 1848 (less 
common for women to appear in 
records outside of marriage collections, 
often fewer details, more book 
research)

o Find a woman you are researching 
based on information in someone 
else’s record
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Always Start With Vital Records
• NJ Vital Records May 1848-May 1878 are 

digitized on Ancestry
• Order state Birth Records 100 years old and 

older (back to May 1848) and State Marriage
and Death Records May 1848-December 
1940 from NJ State Archives.

• Searchable indexes on the Archives’ website 
(order records remotely):
o Marriages May 1848-December 1900
o Deaths June 1878-December 1900

• Additional indexes available on 
FamilySearch.org, Archive.org, and Ancestry. 
Still order records from NJSA.

• Several years of Archive.org marriage indexes 
have a Bride's Index, so you can search by her 
name.  
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https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/BirthRecordsRequest.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/MarriageRecordsRequest.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathRecordsRequest.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/Marriage1867.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/DeathIndex.aspx
https://archive.org/details/njmarriageindex?_ga=2.103006464.1689060547.1725998145-346713946.1725998143&sort=title


Marriage Collections pre May 1848
• Colonial Marriage Bonds-parties were enjoined in a bond 

swearing no impediments to the pending marriage existed.  
Good for researching wealthy families
• Ca. 1670’s-1800
• Not actual marriage records, but if a couple had one they almost 

certainly married.
• If either party under 21, at least father (sometimes mother) listed.  

Helpful when no comprehensive collection of births
• Limited marriage records (pre 1700) included 
• Records at State Archives

• County Marriages
• County founding date-early 1900’s
• Only list party names, date, and officiant (if you flip back to first 

page of officiant’s entries, may give a place of marriage)
• Digitized on FamilySearch.org

• To build your research from these use: County Deeds, Early 
Land Records, court records (including NJ Supreme Court Case 
Files), family histories, published church records
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https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/ColonialMarriages.aspx
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1803976


Naturalization Records (County founding to mid 20th

Century)
• Women gained right to vote in U.S. in 1920
• Look woman up directly after 1922 when the Cable Act or 

Women’s Citizenship Act passed.
• Before 1922:
• Look up husband or father-spouse or children are covered by 

his application.
• A woman citizen who married a man not a citizen might lose 

citizenship. See Expatriation Act of 1907.
• Women who lost citizenship because of marriage between 

1907 and 1922 could take an oath of allegiance to reclaim 
their citizenship.  (Repatriation oaths from U.S. District Court 
at Newark are available on FamilySearch.org under Essex 
County images.)

• Check the Federal Population Census starting in 1900 for 
citizen status and immigration dates
o AL=alien (i.e., not a citizen)
o PA=filed papers (aka Declaration of Intention, still not a citizen)
o NA=Naturalized (citizen)

• There are two parts to a Naturalization:
o (Part 1)Declaration of Intention formally establishes an 

individual’s desire to become a U.S. Citizen
o (Part 2) Petition for Naturalization is filed when a person meets the 

residency requirements to become a U.S. Citizen.  Full application 
(Declaration included) will be under the Petition. 

• Order NJ Naturalizations either from:
o New Jersey State Archives (see their website for holdings)
o County Clerk

• Before 1907, applications have very little biographical detail
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Great blog post about Women and Naturalization from National Archives: https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-naturalization-1.html

https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-19/
https://govtrackus.s3.amazonaws.com/legislink/pdf/stat/42/STATUTE-42-Pg1021b.pdf
https://govtrackus.s3.amazonaws.com/legislink/pdf/stat/34/STATUTE-34-Pg1228.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/search-results?page=1&place=394883&lifeEvent=127179&lifeEventRecordTypes=127069
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/NaturalizationRecordRequest.aspx


Catherine Vulku, Burlington County Naturalization #2872 
Catherine's paperwork included with her naturalization: Petition for Naturalization (R, top and bottom), Declaration of Intention (large document, L), 

Certificate of Arrival (bottom C), and a Notice of Objection dated 1942 (top C).  On the back of her petition (bottom right page) is an oath of allegiance, dated 
April 28, 1943.
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Presentation Notes
Per the Nationality Act of 1940 (Section 326(b)), Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization could object to a final hearing and ask that the petition be continued.  In this case Catherine’s petition was objected to because she was “a native citizen, subject, or denizen of a country with which the United States is at war”.  To read Section 326 (b), look at page 1150: https://web.archive.org/web/20160331121102/http://library.uwb.edu/static/USimmigration/54%20stat%201137.pdf



1859 Declaration of Intention for John Spiegelhalder, Somerset County NJDeclarations of Intention 1840-
1860

Research from this document: Census/City Directory research, Vital Records, Estate Papers, Deeds, Military Records.  1860 and 1870 Census gives us wife 
and children’s name, and tells us that eldest daughter was born in Baden, while the other children were born in the U.S.  If we were interested in researching 

Francisca (Frances) Spiegelhalter, wife of John, we could check any of the above collection types in Philadelphia.
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Presentation Notes
Image group 5796623, item 4 of 5: https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/search-results?imageGroupNumbers=005796623

https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/image-details?page=1&place=396001&lifeEvent=127179&lifeEventRecordTypes=127069&rmsId=M99N-NPH&imageIndex=13&singleView=true


April 14, 1941 Repatriation Oath of Allegiance for Laura Homer Thomson at U.S. District Court of Newark , N.J. 
#409

Repatriation Oaths of Allegiance, Newark, New Jersey|NY-724|RG 21|NAID 2505534: Newark Township.  Citizenship Records 1941, 
Oaths 401-500, Mar 10, 1941-Apr 14, 1941
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https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/image-details?page=1&place=394883&lifeEvent=127179&lifeEventRecordTypes=127069,123143&rmsId=TH-909-88169-77476-99&imageIndex=11&singleView=true


Census and City Directories: Confirm Residence
• Census Population Schedules
• 1850 and later, full household will be listed.  Can find NJ households 

(with head listed) back until 1830.  Women might be represented on 
census with a mark under an age group, if she is not head of house.

• Did your female relative live after 1850?  Focus on these censuses first.  
They will have more information (depending on year): 
• Age and month and year of birth
• Country of origin and immigration status 
• How many children living and number birthed
• Occupation and home address
• Number of years married

• NJ also has State Censuses 1855-1915 with demographic information 
(see above)

• If you have followed a family for decades on the census and a woman 
suddenly disappears, check her adult children’s entries.

• Find these records (federal and state) on Ancestry or FamilySearch.org
• Ancestors in NJ 1772-1822 check Tax Ratables (lists head of house only, 

no specific street address).

• City Directories-annual publications with alphabetical listing of head of 
households and their occupations and home & work addresses

• Head of house may have living spouse listed in parentheses
• Recently widowed people may have dead spouse listed in parentheses. 
• Employed boys/men in household with female head of house may have 

their own listings in the directories.  (This may be a second way to 
confirm that a woman has been widowed.)

• If a household recently moved away, City Directory might include this 
information and say where the person moved to.

• Criss Cross directories allow researchers to see business and residential 
addresses by block.  Will give researchers a sense of household’s 
surrounding area

• If a recently widowed woman disappears from the censuses, check City 
Directories to see if she has a listing.  (She may not, if she is not head of 
house or employed.)

• Some City Directories are digitized online (Ancestry or local 
repositories).  State Library has a collection of over 1000 for NJ in book 
or microfilm format.
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https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/guides/sas00001Digital.pdf


Census and City Directories
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Estate Papers (including Wills)
• Kinship information (especially in a will)
• Index to Wills up to 1900 digitized
• Calendar of NJ Wills provides abstracts up to 1817
• Later 20th Century estate papers may be indexed on 

County Surrogate’s website
• In addition to searching for woman’s name in the 

index or abstracts check for her parents.  A bequest 
might confirm her marital status and give husband’s 
name.

• Check for a husband as well, as his wife may serve 
as his executor.  Even if there is no will, the executor 
or administrator will be listed on other documents.

• Check for siblings or grandparents, as again, if there 
is a will, a woman might be granted a bequest as 
well.

• State Archives has Estate Papers colonial era-1952
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https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22New+Jersey.+Dept.+of+State%22&and%5B%5D=subject%3A%22Wills%22
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/ProbateRecordRequest.aspx


How Colonial Deeds can show Kinship (apply same 
logic to court cases)

• Top paragraph of a 1726 deed from Mary Bullins et al. to 
Robert Thompson, Richard Oddy, Christoper Snowden, and 
Gervais Meakin, Book D (WJ) p.428

• Just from this brief paragraph we learn:
• That the family of Samuel Barker (deceased) is selling land inherited 

from his estate
• How family members are related to Samuel Barker and each other
• Where everyone lives and what they do for a living
• Eldest children in some of the family groups

• If we read further in the document, we get an abstract of 
Samuel Barker’s will, which left a great deal of land to his 
grandson Samuel Bowlby (now deceased) and made his niece 
Mary Bullins the executor and beneficiary of his estate.  

• A woman might appear outright in a deed index.  If she does 
not, and you know kin information, check indexes for male 
relatives

• Order Early Land Records (deeds) from State Archives
• Later deeds may be digitized on FamilySearch.org
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https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/EarlyLandRecords.aspx
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Takeaways
• Start with the vital records (birth, marriage, death)
• Use other collections to gather information when the trail goes cold
• If you don’t see a woman in an index, check to see if her husband or male relatives are listed.
• Women are most likely to appear in marriage records, and after 1850 in the Census. 
• If you can’t find an entry for a woman in a City Directory, Naturalization, or Vital Record, check 

her:
• After 1850 in the Census (Federal or State, residence)
• Before 1850, Wills, Deeds, Court Cases (kin information, residence)

• If she disappears from the Census, don’t necessarily assume she’s dead.  Check city 
directories (might have her own entry as a widow) and her adult kids’ census entries

• Deeds and Court Cases can be surprising gold mines of information.  She might not be named 
in the index, but the contents could pertain to her or her family!
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Thank You!  Any Questions?
rfitzpatrick@njstatelib.org
609-278-2640 x162
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