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State Librarian’s Update  
 

September 2025  
 

We are excited to be making progress in our IMLS-funded Teaching Information Literacy grant project. 

We’re just finishing up the first series of professional development workshops that are based on the Four 

Pillars of Information Literacy and preparing for the second series which will be in October. Sessions 

are open to anyone; registration is required. We’ve had a nice mix of school, academic and public 

librarians, with a few classroom teachers mixed in. If you’re interested in registering, please visit the 

Teaching Information Literacy webpage.  

 

In that same vein, we have also opened up registration for school library media specialists and classroom 

teachers to pilot the Learning Activities we’re developing as part of Teaching Information Literacy. 

Participants will pilot activities in one or more classrooms between January and March 2026. If you’re 

interested, we are hosting an information session on September 17, 2025. No registration is required. 

Please contact me directly if you’re interested in signing on as a pilot tester.  

 

Finally, our Learning Activities developer is also going to produce activities appropriate for public and 

community college libraries – early childhood and young adulthood. Once that project gets further 

along, we’ll be looking for librarians to help us understand what would be most useful and what works. 

We’ll put out a call for volunteers when the time is right. 

 

As we experience the transition from summer to fall, I hope that you had time to rest and recharge this 

summer. Thank you for your continued work on behalf of New Jersey’s residents. 

 

Jen Nelson  

State Librarian 

 

 

https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/library-development/teaching-information-literacy/#upcoming-training-opportunities
https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/library-development/teaching-information-literacy/#upcoming-training-opportunities
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTY0ZWVlMDQtODE0OC00ZGQzLTg4OTctYzY3MWEwOWNkYzE1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229ace13cd-4638-45b4-8b34-4b8519f845b2%22%7d


 

Stay Informed:  
 

Emergency Management Research Guide 

With hurricane season here, the State Library’s Emergency Management research guide provides a list 

of resources and websites dedicated to hurricanes and other natural disasters. Whether you are interested 

in tracking a pending storm, need to know about evacuation routes, or want to know more about the 

history of hurricanes, you’ll find helpful information in this research guide.   

 

New Revolutionary War Maps Resource Page 

Check out our Maps of New Jersey in the American Revolution resource page. This newly created guide 

lists 84 maps from the State Library’s collection that are contemporary to the Revolutionary War, 

including military plans or surveys, and battle maps. Many maps were produced later to share 

Revolutionary history, as well as colonial history. All resources are keyword searchable, and results can 

be filtered by geographic location or by format (online or in print). Each resource on the list can also be 

shared individually through a link.  

 

Spanish Translated TBBC Bookmarks 

The State Library’s Talking Book & Braille Center (TBBC) has been distributing a bookmark that 

contains helpful information about available services for NJ residents who have difficulty reading 

standard print or holding a book due to a visual impairment, physical limitation, or reading disability. 

Recently, these bookmarks were translated into Spanish. If you are interested in receiving bookmarks to 

distribute at your library, contact tbbc@njstatelib.org.  

 

New Player for Books and Magazines 

In mid-September, TBBC will launch a new digital player model, DA2, which introduces enhanced 

features including Wi-Fi, Bluetooth connectivity, and 28 GB of internal storage. With these upgrades, 

DA2 users will be able to connect directly to BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Download service), 

download audiobooks and magazines, store them on the device, and enjoy listening through Bluetooth-

enabled speakers or headphones. DA2 will also continue to support the digital cartridges currently 

produced by TBBC. For those with home Wi-Fi, DA2 provides immediate access to BARD’s collection 

of more than 125,000 titles, which can be downloaded and taken anywhere for convenient, on-the-go 

listening. To date, nearly 100 TBBC patrons have pre-ordered the DA2 player. Patrons may also choose 

to keep their current talking book player while they become familiar with the features of the new device. 

 

You’re Invited: 
 

Upcoming NJSL Presents Events 

The following upcoming webinars are free to anyone.  Advance registration is required: 

 

• Before the IEP - September 9th, 12 pm – 1 pm 

• New Rules for Fall Garden Cleanup - September 17th, 12 pm – 1 pm 

• Protecting Your Personal Information in Today’s Digital World - September 24th, 12 pm - 1 pm 

• Virtual Author Talk - A Century of Cuban Music in New Jersey - September 29th, 12 pm - 1 pm  

https://libguides.njstatelib.org/em/websites
https://libguides.njstatelib.org/az/nj-revolutionary-maps
mailto:tbbc@njstatelib.org
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-before-the-iep/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-new-rules-for-fall-garden-cleanup/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-protecting-your-personal-information-in-todays-digital-world/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/virtual-author-talk-a-century-of-cuban-music-in-new-jersey/


 

Get Involved: 
 

Please Take the 2025 Summer Reading Program Survey!  

The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) 2025 summer reading survey was created to assess 

the usefulness of the materials offered by the program on a national level, to better serve CSLP public 

library members. The deadline for completing the survey is September 12, 2025. A PDF of the survey 

questions is available here. Please contact Sharon Rawlins, srawlins@njstatelib.org, with questions. 

 

Collaborative Summer Library Program’s 2027 Manual Program Contest 

Participating member public libraries are invited to submit program ideas for the 2027 theme - Mysteries 

Await at Your Library! Programs should involve mystery, detectives, discovery, exploring, puzzles, 

STEM, and more. CSLP Content Editor Amanda Raiche will choose one program from each category 

(children, teens, and adults) and one contributor of early literacy books and songs that best captures the 

theme. Program ideas submitted with copyright-owned or copyright-free photos will be given 

preference. The winner in each category will receive a $50 coupon for merchandise in the CSLP store. 

Use this submission form to submit your program ideas. There is no limit on the number of ideas a 

library can submit; however, high-quality, creative program concepts are preferred over quantity. Please 

contact Amanda Raiche, amanda.raiche@cslpreads.org, with any questions. 

 

Digital Skills User Group 

The Digital Skills User Group is a group for any library staff member who is interested in helping 

patrons with technology. Discussions include a range of topics, such as computer classes, ChromeBook 

lending, technology assistance, and more. The next meeting will take place on Monday, September 15th, 

from 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm, featuring Heather Lubchansky from Sussex County Library, who will discuss 

AI literacy and digital literacy. Register for the meeting here. Contact Andrea Levandowski, 

alevandowski@njstatelib.org, with questions. 

 

Expanding Digital Literacy Grant Program 

Public libraries can apply for up to $25,000 to develop and implement digital skills programs in their 

communities. Selected projects will increase confidence and technology skills in participants, with a 

focus on underserved populations. The deadline to apply is September 12, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. View 

guidelines and application instructions here. An informational webinar was held on August 7, 2025. The 

webinar recording and slides can be found here. Questions should be directed to grants@njstatelib.org 

with the subject “Expanding Digital Literacy.” 

 

Become an Expanding Digital Literacy Grant Application Reviewer 

We’re currently looking for reviewers to read and score Expanding Digital Literacy Grant Program 

applications from public libraries. Reviewers can come from any type or size of library, and no prior 

experience is required. If you’re interested, please apply to be a reviewer by September 12, 2025. 

Additional information and the form to apply are available here. Grant applications will be shared with 

reviewers around September 20, with all reviews due by October 10.  

 

Upcoming Training Series: Supporting Teens in Academic Research 

The State Library is sponsoring a five-part series of virtual, one-hour sessions to equip librarians with 

the essential tools and strategies to support teens' skills in conducting academic research. The series will 

https://forms.gle/9ohxTu3YyMcAgB7v6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ata27kFA_Npyy-kKaSNX8KMQx9wmLb35/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ata27kFA_Npyy-kKaSNX8KMQx9wmLb35/view?usp=sharing
mailto:srawlins@njstatelib.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEBCUa9HInCiTUex-Mq2L2GqfqPkSRU5_mqSiXk1sNZ56elA/viewform
mailto:amanda.raiche@cslpreads.org
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/217819fb-fe7b-4634-97fc-f5726ec5810d@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
mailto:alevandowski@njstatelib.org
http://www.njstatelib.org/digitalliteracy
http://www.njstatelib.org/digitalliteracy
https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/grant-opportunities/expanding-digital-literacy/#edl-informational-webinar
https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/grant-opportunities/expanding-digital-literacy/#edl-informational-webinar
mailto:grants@njstatelib.org
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EKFLeQcas0SOWtGXL5EwsaAGXA7En0NLm3fYPtSkOXBUQks5WVU1VkxXS0dKU0FPWkhBRUpQVzNNMS4u&route=shorturl


 

be facilitated by Christine Jansen, Research and Instruction Librarian at Fairleigh Dickinson University, 

and moderated by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Specialist, NJ State Library. The sessions that will be 

offered are as follows. Please contact Sharon Rawlins, srawlins@njstatelib.org, with any questions. 

• Session #1: The Research Process - Tues., Oct. 7th, 11 am-noon.  

• Session #2: Researching Career & College Prep - Tues., Oct. 14th, 11 am-noon.  

• Session #3: Researching Current Events and Social Issues - Tues., Oct. 28th, 11 am-noon.  

• Session #4: Researching with Open Data & Government Sources - Tues., Nov. 18th, 11 am-noon.   

• Session #5: Researching with AI Tools - Tues., Dec. 2nd, 11 am-noon.   

 

 

 

mailto:srawlins@njstatelib.org
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/3086269e-e539-433d-816c-c9ce596318f7@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/1923d96a-7b43-4cba-b065-60433768471c@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/bf21bbc8-117f-43f6-9bee-df12ac44da36@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/67c0c30a-0a24-441a-af87-9947900a6823@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2a5e23c3-68a7-4231-ad5f-98b80fece4a8@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1

