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State Librarian’s Update  
October 2025  
 

Thank you to those of you who participated in the library regulations review process over the last two 

years. Two working groups met at least monthly for a year to consider and discuss changes, and public 

listening sessions to solicit feedback were also held. Public comment ended on October 3, and we are in 

the process of reviewing and responding to those we received. We are preparing guidance for libraries 

and their boards on the content of any new or revised standards. We will integrate any changes into our 

state aid process and will notify the library community when the date of adoption is established. 

  

Coming up over the next year is a review of the Library Construction Bond Act regulations, which 

expire in November 2026. Keep an eye open for opportunities to comment and provide your thoughts 

about what should or should not be amended. We would love to hear from you.  

 

We are excited that more than 60 librarians have expressed an interest in participating in our Teaching 

Information Literacy pilot project this winter. The response to the training we’ve been doing in this area 

has been rewarding. We have another series of training starting on October 8, and we’re looking forward 

to engaging with a new group of educators. We’re also hopeful that the standards will be made available 

for public comment in the coming months.  
 

Jen Nelson  

State Librarian 

 

Stay Informed:  
 
Per Capita State Aid 

Per Capita State Aid payments have been processed and are being sent out by the Department of 

Treasury. Any library that expects to receive a payment and does not receive it by the end of October 

should email PCSA@njstatelib.org. 

 

NJ State Library Exhibitions 

The State Library has launched an Exhibits webpage.  The first entry is for a coming attraction, the 

NJ250 Exhibit.  Beginning in early 2026, articles and images curated by the NJ State Library and the NJ 

State Archives will populate the exhibit. More to come on this exciting endeavor! 

 

 

https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/library-development/teaching-information-literacy/#upcoming-training-opportunities
mailto:PCSA@njstatelib.org
https://www.njstatelib.org/exhibits/


 

 

FDLP Academy  

Staff of NJSL’s Research Library were invited by the Federal Depository Library Program to present a 

program at their FDLP Academy on September 17. Their presentation, Trials and Tribulations: 

Introducing the New Jersey State Library’s Efforts to Digitize Historic Court Documents, covered the 

major digitization project involving the Court of Errors and Appeals collection. The FDLP Academy 

provides continuing education and outreach programs for member libraries.  

 

NJ Department of Transportation Research Library 

The NJ Department of Transportation Research Library was decommissioned at the end of September.  

The Research Library of the NJ State Library has taken in its collection of New Jersey documents and 

some other materials from its reference and general transportation-related collection.   

 

NJSL Direct Newsletter Archive 

If you want to locate previous NJSL Direct newsletter issues, we now have them archived and 

searchable in one place. No more hunting through old emails to look for them. Not subscribed? Sign up 

here to receive weekly NJ library community news updates delivered directly to your inbox. This 

newsletter is geared towards library staff and library partners. 

 

Spooky Digital Resources for October! 

With Halloween coming at the end of the month, here are some fun digital resources about NJ’s history 

of witches, demons, and local ghosts: 

• Abigail Sharp: New Jersey’s One Witch 

• Is the Jersey Devil the “Official” State Demon? 

• Stories of New Jersey, Its Significant Places, People and Activities – see the entry on Oxford 

Furnace that contains a segment to the ghost of Jerry Mack (p. 31) 

• Highlight: a monthly magazine (issue date 1937-06) – see the entry titled Seven Stars Tavern, New 

Jersey’s Champion Haunted House (p. 44), which includes stories on the Ghost of Peter Louderback, 

The Woman Ghost, The Ghost of Bluebeard, and the Ghost of Captain.  

• Highlight: a monthly magazine (issue date 1937-03) – see the entry titled Woodside Ghosts (p. 48) 

 

JerseyClicks - Statewide Electronic Resources 

The State Library is pleased to announce the electronic resources available through JerseyClicks.org for 

the period of October 1, 2025, through September 30, 2026. Click here to view the full list. These 

resources, which offer a selection of databases for college & K-12 students, public libraries, state 

government, and New Jersey residents free of cost, were selected through an open competitive Request 

for Quotations. All selected resources will be available through Federal Fiscal Year 2026 (ending 

September 30, 2026), with options for one-year renewals through Federal Fiscal Years 2027 and 2028. 

Links, instructions for access, and training opportunities for library professionals will be provided at 

www.jerseyclicks.org. JerseyClicks is funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 

Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) and the New Jersey Library Network. 

 

TBBC Updates 

Last month, there was a display of TBBC materials, including historic talking book machines and 

braille, at the Paramus Public Library, Paramus, NJ. For October, the display is moving to South Jersey 

https://www.fdlp.gov/training/trials-and-tribulations-introducing-new-jersey-state-librarys-efforts-digitize-historic
https://www.fdlp.gov/training/trials-and-tribulations-introducing-new-jersey-state-librarys-efforts-digitize-historic
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/70072
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/8uqQAtS
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/8uqQAtS
https://www.njstatelib.org/abigail-sharp-new-jerseys-one-witch/
https://www.njstatelib.org/is-the-jersey-devil-the-official-state-demon/
http://hdl.handle.net/10929/26798
http://hdl.handle.net/10929/55350
http://hdl.handle.net/10929/55353
https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/statewide_services/jerseyclicks/
http://www.jerseyclicks.org/


 

 

and will be at the Millville Public Library, Millville, NJ. October is a busy month for TBBC outreach 

and includes diverse events, such as NJCBVI’s BAM 2025 Resource Fair in Cheesequake State Park, 

the 3rd Legislative District Senior Resource Fair in Glassboro, and Loompaland at the Collingswood 

Book Festival. 

 

You’re Invited: 
 

Upcoming NJSL Presents Events 

Don’t miss our upcoming programs celebrating Family History Month and more.  These are all free 

sessions with advance registration required: 

• Genealogy at the Local Repository: Utilizing Local Libraries and Historical Societies – Oct. 7th, 12 

pm – 1 pm 

• Researching New Jersey Land Records Online – Oct. 16th, 12 pm – 1 pm  

• No Dead Ends: Finding Your Way Through Family Roadblocks – Oct. 21st, 12 pm – 1:00 pm 

• Financial Aid Information Session – Oct. 29th, 12 pm – 1 pm 

 

JerseyClicks Webinars  

We are happy to announce the following training webinars for JerseyClicks resources. Learn more and 

register for the webinars below. 

 

Gale In 15: SAT & ACT Prep with Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep – Oct. 22nd, 2 pm 

SAT and ACT exams are right around the corner, and your JerseyClicks resource, Gale Presents: 

Peterson’s Test and Career Prep can help! Join this short, virtual training session to learn more about 

these resources and discover exam prep courses, practice exams, and more! Register to attend live or 

receive a link to the recording! 

 

Let’s Explore EBSCO’s New Reference Center Interfaces – Oct. 28th, 2 pm 

EBSCO’s Reference Centers have a new home – Explora!  Explora’s engaging and accessible interface 

is designed to support research with rich, reliable content and easy-to-use functionality. EBSCO will 

demonstrate the enhanced user experience for the following full-text databases: Points of View 

Reference Source, Literary Reference Source, and Small Business Source. 

 

Get Involved: 
 

Webinar Series for YA and Adult Public Librarians 

The NJ State Library is sponsoring a five-part series of one-hour virtual sessions to equip librarians with 

the essential tools and strategies to support teens' skills in conducting academic research. The series, 

Research Ready: Resources for Supporting Teens, will be facilitated by Christine Jansen, Research and 

Instruction Librarian at Fairleigh Dickinson University, and moderated by Sharon Rawlins, Youth 

Services Specialist, NJ State Library. Sessions are scheduled from October through December on 

Tuesdays at 11 am. Learn more about the sessions and register for each one. 

https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-genealogy-at-the-local-repository-utilizing-local-libraries-and-historical-societies/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-researching-new-jersey-land-records-online/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-no-dead-ends-finding-your-way-through-family-roadblocks/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-financial-aid-information-session/
https://cengage-gale.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tXZ2K5k0T-y3kFctbx-c5g
https://ebsco-training.zoom.us/meeting/register/ZQhthmdnRPOUeBfYH6Wg5A
https://4iclcdfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ASQe2xUUdDGY7a9Z-KC1TH3CJ5eyXxiNw8I4NR_20B9CaX4H79tp8EysRTvt3ihhN9Qlb3Re6fVTPn6IhhzZqODB9vbajeILaJNliZnwYiQhsfvP7h7CgJ2dzTP7eEqxAPR-IfQmrz9Hjn7PeyJNETFOXlZyYprX_nIIFxmLGLksRlINcOgTbua3hHgwiVFoW4-nI7Yw3Jk_xh5vDQ9beBt7EvMkZBR61a-ye4AYHWk=&c=kqjmWztQCuleNcl7p34__5e5q5ldG-HJ6hHbZgNe_SOumWJByecVdA==&ch=7JlS7IbUF6NH8VmR_ULWHebtZFITuZLeXoxa0Mw1PIQxKTaj861Sog==


 

 

 

Consider Joining a CSLP Committee 

CSLP committees are the engine that keeps the Collaborative Summer Library Program moving 

forward. All participating CSLP public library staff members are invited to join a committee annually.  

Sign-ups for 2026 CSLP Committees are open until October 15. While the duties vary, committee 

obligations generally run for one calendar year. All committee work is done virtually, either through 

email, phone, or online meetings. Attending the CSLP Annual Meeting is not required. To help you 

decide which committee to volunteer for, please take a moment to review each committee’s 

responsibilities here. Most CSLP committees are open to all; however, some have limited seats or 

require previous CSLP experience. Apply for a committee here. The sign-up period is now through 

October 15, 2025. If you are currently serving on a committee that you enjoy, let your Committee Chair 

know you want to sign up again, or feel free to try a new committee.  

 

2026 CSLP Online Manual and Virtual Store 

The Collaborative Summer Library Program is set to open the online store on October 6, 2025. This will 

also coincide with the availability of the 2026 online manual for next year’s summer reading program 

for member libraries. A packet of information that includes a flyer with the manual code for NJ public 

libraries, along with the printed CSLP incentives catalog and a cover letter, will be sent out to all public 

libraries in October through the statewide delivery service. If you need the code before you receive the 

packet, email Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Specialist, srawlins@njstatelib.org.  

 

Upcoming Digital Skills User Group Meeting 

The Digital Skills User Group will meet on Monday, October 20th, from 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm. This group 

is for any library staff member who is interested in helping patrons with technology. The next meeting 

will explore creative ideas for computer and technology programs. How do you keep your content fresh 

and interesting for yourself and attendees? What are the topics that get people to register for classes and 

keep coming back? We will talk about computer boot camps, AI classes, device assistance, and more.  

Register for the meeting here. Questions? Contact Andrea Levandowski: alevandowski@njstatelib.org. 

 

 

https://www.cslpreads.org/committees/
https://www.cslpreads.org/committees/
https://www.cslpreads.org/join-a-cslp-committee/
mailto:srawlins@njstatelib.org
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0abbb1f5-bd40-4fe9-8854-ab135a17e569@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
mailto:alevandowski@njstatelib.org

