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State Librarian’s Update  
 

April 2026  
 

Registration is now open for Reimagining Information Literacy, a virtual national forum on information 

literacy that NJSL is holding. The forum is another activity of our three-year Teaching Information 

Literacy grant from IMLS and promises to be really interesting. Topics that will be discussed include 

connected learning, New Jersey’s information literacy student learning standards, gamification of 

information literacy, AI literacy, and algorithmic literacy. It is offered at no charge, and you can view 

the agenda and register from the forum website. If you have questions about the forum or the project 

more generally, please contact me.  

I’m pleased to relay that the multi-state Attorney General lawsuit against the administration that 

included IMLS is resolved, at least for IMLS. The administration appealed the District Court’s 

permanent injunction and withdrew IMLS from the appeal. This means that the District Court’s 

December decision that restaffed IMLS and reinstated discretionary grants and programs will stand.  

I’m always happy to hear about what you’re doing, so please be in touch: jnelson@njstatelib.org. 

 

Jen Nelson  

State Librarian 

 

Stay Informed:  
 

NJSL Retirements 

Two staff members from the Research Library retired recently.  

  

• Mary Malloy, Technical Library Assistant, retired at the end of February after more than 40 years of 

service. She had many roles over the years and most recently provided collection management 

support with our US Documents and Reference collections. 

• At the end of March, Jones Addo retired after 25 years with the Law Library. Jones has been a 

valued member of the team that provides legal research support to state government officials, law 

firms, and the general public. He will be missed for both his expertise and generous demeanor.   

https://reimaginingliteracy.cmpinc.net/
https://reimaginingliteracy.cmpinc.net/
mailto:jnelson@njstatelib.org


 

TBBC Appoints New Tech Loan Administrator 

TBBC is excited to announce that Ken Pisa will be the new Tech Loan Administrator. The Tech Loan 

Program of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired involves loaning adaptive 

equipment, including laptops and video magnifiers, to clients of CBVI. Ken will oversee and manage 

this program, including overseeing day-to-day operations, managing inventory, and providing support 

for the equipment and software being loaned out. Ken has a background in operations, analytics, and 

project management. He holds degrees from both Rutgers and La Salle.  
 

Resources for Researching US History 

In 2026, many people are exploring local, state, and US history as part of our country’s 

semiquincentennial, also known as our 250th anniversary. There is so much to learn from historic 

newspapers at the local and national level. Check our New Jersey Digitized Historic Newspapers 

research guide to find out where you can view local state newspapers available in digital format. Some 

will require you to go on-site to the library that subscribes to those historic papers; others are only 

available through commercial sources. You can also explore Chronicling America: Historic American 

Newspapers, an open-access database created by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the 

Library of Congress.   
 

NJ250 Digital Exhibit: State History through Three Constitutions 

Our NJ250 exhibition debuted in March 2026! You can explore how New Jersey helped shape and was 

shaped by the fight for liberty: www.njstatelib.org/nj250. This digital exhibit highlights unique content 

from our library collection and the State Archives that tells the stories of lesser-known events that shape 

our world today. We will be adding new content to this digital exhibit throughout the year, so come back 

and explore it often. 
 

You’re Invited: 
 

Digital Skills User Group 

The Digital Skills User Group will meet on Monday, April 20, from 2:30 - 3:30 pm. This group is for 

any library staff member who is interested in helping patrons with technology. During our April 

meeting, we will discuss Northstar Digital Literacy, including accessing the curriculum and reports.  

Register here. Questions? Contact Andrea Levandowski (alevandowski@njstatelib.org). 
 

NJSL Presents Events 

Join us for the following programs that are free and available to anyone.  Registration is required.  
 

• April 21st, 12 – 1 pm: The First Indonesians in the Tri-State Area: A Hidden History of 

Migration & Survival 

• April 28th, 12 – 1 pm: Importance of Estate Planning: Preparing for the Inevitable 

• April 30th, 12 – 1 pm: First-Time Homebuyer Information Session 

• May 12th, 12 – 1 pm: The Real “Stolen Election”: Frank Hague and New Jersey’s 1937 Race for 

Governor 

• May 14th, 12 – 1 pm: Communicating Effectively With Dementia  

 

 

https://libguides.njstatelib.org/digitized-newspapers
https://www.neh.gov/explore/chronicling-america-historic-american-newspapers
https://www.neh.gov/explore/chronicling-america-historic-american-newspapers
http://www.njstatelib.org/nj250
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/6259e682-0fd8-432f-9cc8-866a784a0599@794ba110-1a07-44b3-8e5a-d1972f9130b1
mailto:alevandowski@njstatelib.org
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/virtual-author-talk-the-first-indonesians-in-the-tri-state-area-a-hidden-history-of-migration-survival/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/virtual-author-talk-the-first-indonesians-in-the-tri-state-area-a-hidden-history-of-migration-survival/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-importance-of-estate-planning-preparing-for-the-inevitable/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-first-time-homebuyer-information-session/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/frank-hague-election/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/frank-hague-election/
https://www.njstatelib.org/event/webinar-communicating-effectively-with-dementia/


 

Upcoming Training Webinars for JerseyClicks Databases 

JerseyClicks.org is a statewide electronic resources program offered by the New Jersey State Library, 

funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) Library Services and Technology Act 

(LSTA) and the New Jersey Library Network. Below, find two training webinars 

for JerseyClicks resources taking place in April 2026.  
 

Learn more and register for the webinars below, or click here for additional training opportunities.  

• Creating Resumes with Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep – April 22nd at 2:00 PM.  

Find out how Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test and Career Prep can help your users build a 

professional resume. This webinar will guide you through templates, customization options, and tips 

for showcasing skills effectively. Register to attend live or receive a link to the recording.  
 

• Empower K-12 Student Research with EBSCO Explora – April 28th at 2:00 PM  

Join us for a tour of Explora, EBSCO’s engaging interface designed to support student research and 

classroom instruction with rich, reliable content and easy-to-use functionality. We will browse the 

mobile-friendly, accessible interface and conduct basic and advanced searches to discover articles 

and primary source documents available in EBSCO’s age-appropriate educational databases. We 

will review important functionality like Lexile limiters, the citation tool, text-to-speech, language 

translation, cloud integrations, and COPPA-compliant accounts to organize student research.   
 

¿Cómo Se Dice? Spanish Basics for Library Staff 

Luisa Martucci, TBBC’s Hispanic Outreach Coordinator, is once again part of LibraryLinkNJ’s “¿Cómo 

Se Dice?" series about understanding and practicing basic Spanish language skills in the library setting. 

The series is now available on demand with recorded lessons. No registration is required; complete the 

lessons at your own pace! Live Spanish language practice sessions will also be available. Practice 

sessions will take place during one-hour Zoom sessions where attendees can ask questions, practice 

pronunciation, engage in sample conversations, and improve their Spanish skills. Learn more here.  
 

Get Involved: 
 

Money Smart for Life Awards 

The Money Smart for Life Award is designed to recognize libraries coordinating programs that support 

financial literacy education for community members of any age. Submit an application to nominate your 

library’s financial literacy program – events must be held between July 1, 2025, and May 15, 2026. This 

opportunity is offered as part of the NJSL’s Money Smart for Life initiative, which encourages libraries 

to host a financial literacy event during Financial Literacy Month in April 2026. The deadline for this 

award application is June 5, 2026. More information is available at www.njstatelib.org/moneysmart.  

If you have questions, contact Andrea Levandowski (alevandowski@njstatelib.org) or Sharon Rawlins 

(srawlins@njstatelib.org).  
 

TBBC Traveling Display  

Instead of Where’s Waldo: Where is the TBBC display this month? It’s at The Library of the Chathams 

through April 28! While the display is booked through 2026, there are still 2027 openings available for 

any library or organization with a display cabinet. The display features both historical and current 

equipment and materials used by individuals with print disabilities. This educational exhibit is a great 

way to highlight accessible reading technologies and the history of inclusive library services. Contact 

Liz Kelly via email at lkelly@njstatelib.org, or call (800) 792-8322 ext. 805 for more information. 

https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/statewide_services/jerseyclicks/
https://www.njstatelib.org/services_for_libraries/statewide_services/jerseyclicks/training/
https://cengage-gale.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UIU5otK9SwmUNDgZusblqw
https://ebsco-training.zoom.us/meeting/register/624JK4wTQraUf7tjoYtsdA
https://librarylinknj.org/calendar/%C2%BFc%C3%B3mo-se-dice-spanish-basics-library-staff
http://www.njstatelib.org/moneysmart
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